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Hon. W. J. Mann: There ure two lambs
we should have got rid of.

Hon. J. CORNELL: | think they were the
sheep, and we were the lambs.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Rather were we the
goats,

Hoen, J. CORNELL; The principal prob-
lems that confront the civiiised world to-day
relale to the finding of markets for surplus
goods, and to the proper disposal of surplus
population. 1f we consider our position for
oue moment, we must arvive at the eonciu-
sion thaf, bearing in mind onr small popula-
tion, there is no other country in the world
that produces as much as Australia does, or
exporis so much per capita as she does. Our
problem is not so inuch that of feeding our
people, but what to do with our swrplus
produets.  We maust market our surplus
goods so that we can meet our commitments
to other countries. What earthly chance
would we have of coping with that situation
if it were not for the assistance of the Cow-
wonwealth in various directions? None
whatever, We can make progress only as a
united whole. If Awustralia were broken up
into six separate parts, she could not
possibly cope with the present sitnation.
However, I am prepared to let bygones be
bygones, hut should anyone desire to talk
secession to me in future, [ shall feel in-
clined to insult him.

On motion by Hon. J. J. Holimes, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned awt 6.13 p.m.

Legislative Essembly,
Wednesday, Tth August, 1935,
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The SPEAKER tock the Chair at 4.50
pm., and read prayers.

TEMPORARY CHAIBRMEN OF
COMMITTEES.

The SPEAKER: 1 desive to announce
that [ have appointed Mr. Withers, Mr.
Hegney and Mr. J. 1. Smith to be tew-
porary  ehBaitmen  of  comumittees for the
session.

QUESTIONS (2)—BULK HANDLING.
Additional Leases.

Mr. FOX asked the Minister for Rail-
ways, -Will he refrain from granting more
leases to (‘o-operative Bulk Handling Litd.,
unti] the House has had an opportunity to
discuss the Royal Commis<ion’s report?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: This whole matter is veceiving the
active consideration of the ({overnment,

{'ost of Royal Commission.

Hon. 12 D, Fergu=on asked the Premier:
1, What was the cost to 30th June, 1935, of
the Royal Commission on Bulk Handling?
2, What isx the estimated total cost of the
Commission ?

The PREMIER replied: 1, £724 10s. 9d.
2, Approximately €900, exclusive of cost of
printing report and evidence.

QUESTION—HOSFPITALS TAX

Mr, CUNNINGHAM asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Health: 1, To
what purpose is the present hospitals tax
devoted? 2, What is the average annual ex-
penditure on the Kalgoorlie Hospital? 3,
What is the annual amount of hospitals tax
rollected in the Kalgoorlie-Boulder distriets?
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The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE replied:
1, The tirst call on the fund is for the gen-
eral maintenance of hospitals, and any bal-
ance available is ufilised for extensions to
hospitals and provision of new hospitals.
2, The average annual expenditure over last
three vears, Kalgoorlie Hospital—£16,867.
3, Impossible to state, as no records can he
ohtained of the amount of tax collected in
separate districts,

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.
{In motion by the Premier, Sestional Com-
mittees were appointed as follows:—

Library —Mr, Speaker, Miss Holman, and
Mr. Patrick.

Standing Orders—Mr. Speaker, the Chair-
man of Committees, Mr. Donev., Hon. W.
Iy, Johnson, and Mr. J. H. Smith.

House.—Mr. Speaker, Mr. Lambert, Mr.
McLarty, Mr. Stubbsg, and Mr. Wilson.

Printing—Mr. Speaker, Mr. J. MacCal-
fum Smith, and Mr. Withers. ’

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

On moiion by Mr. Doney, leave of absence
for three weeks granted to Hon. C. G.
Latham (York) on the ground of urgent
Jpublie business.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Third Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

ME. DMcLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
{4.33]: First of all I should like to say
how glad I am that the Premier is able fo
take his place amongst us again this session,
having recovered from the ill health whieh
overtonk him during the latter part of last
session.  With al}! other members of the
House, I hope the Premier's good health
will for long continue. I join with the De-
puty Leader of the Opposition in express-
ing the deepest regret at the serious illness
of the Minister for Works, and I can only
express the hope that that hon. gentleman
will soon be restored to his normal health.
Also I take this opportunity to congratulate
the Minister for Agriculture on his promo-
tion to ministerial rank, and I join with
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition in ex-

tending my congratulations to the new mem-
bers for Avou (Mr. Boyle) and South Fre-
mantle (Mr. Fax}. I cannot help thinking
these liy-elections must have given the Pre-
mier serious thougnt. it tukes a pood deal
to upset the Premier, for he has had very
long experience of political life, and knows
all about its ups and downs. Yet I agree
with the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
that the results of the two recent by-elections
seam like coming events casting their
shadows bhefore. It is not to be wondered
at that members on this side of the House
are preparing to earry even greater respon-
sthilities when the new Parliament meets
next year. Unguestionably the member for
Avon had a wonderful victory. Of course
he is not entirelv new fo public life, for we
have heard a good deal of him for some
considerable time past. But he did have a
very handsome majority, and that despite
the faet that he was opposed by a strong
and popular Government candidate, and had
five Ministers working in his electorate, in-
cluding the Premier himself. South Fre-
mantle, of eourse, has always been one of
the present Government’s strongholds, but
nevertheless, that we were able to reduce the
hon. member’s majority was most encourag-
ing. I am afraid there is not very much in
the Lieut.-Governor’s Speech from which
we can gather what the Government inten-
tions are for the present session. The
Speech deals mostly with statisties and with
what has happened in the past. I am sorry
the Government have not given us more
information with regard to their future
poliey. I am afraid the Lient.-Governor's
Speeches are becoming rather a record of
past happenings than an indication of what
is to happen in the session. However, I
hope this will be rectified in the near
future. The member for Brown Hill-Ivan-
hoe (3r. F. C. L. Smith} in moving the
motion on the opening day seemed to he
very well satisfied with the Government’s
record ; yet he did admit that the Govern-
ment had been favoured with good luck.
There are the goldmining boom and the
record high price of gold, a demand for
our timber for export, and a marked build-
ing aetivity.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: And a demand for
labour.

Mr. McLLARTY : Yes, and a demand for
labour. Loan money has heen more easily
obtained, and I think the return to power
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of the present I'ederal Government has
been a considerable faetor in helping ouv
State Government. The return of the Lyons
Government had the effect of creating a
feeling of confidence, not only in Western
Australia, but throughout the Common-
wealth. The hon. member also paid a tvi-
bute to the organising abilities of the pre-
sent State Government. He could well have
paid a tribute to the organising abilities
of the late Government. When the late
{iovernimtent took office unemployment was
rife, finance was hard to obtain, confidence
was at its lowest, and the Government were
faced with difliculties in all directions. Yet
they did get to work; they organised the
unemployed.

Mr. Withers:
organised before.

Mr. McLARTY: The Government were
not able to put the unemployed on ful-
time work, but they did put them on to
public works. As the result of that organ-
isation and those publie works, confidence
was rtestored amongst the people, and I
maintain that the present Government have
eained an advantage from that confidence.

The Minister for Justice: You do not
always back the lucky horse when you
go to the races.

Mr. MecLARTY : The member for Brown
Hill-Ivanhoc also referred to the substan-
tial reduction of the defieit, but ¥ think
the figures given us by the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition last night dealt pretty
effectively with the member for Brown
Hill-Ivanhoe’s elaim. I do not propose to
go over all those figures again, but no
doubt the Premier will give us his side
of the transaction when he replies later on.

The Premier: My word I will!

Mr. MeLARTY: We are hoping to hear
it.

The Premier: You will hear it all right.

Mr. McLARTY: The member for Brown
Hill-Tvanhoe did not refer to the fact that
we are still continning to borrow approxi-
mately £3,000,000 a year, and that our load
of debt is increasing, It is that phase
which iz so interesting to the couniry gen-
erally, yvet the hon. member did not deal
with it at all. The great problem to-day is
to decide how this borrowed money should
he spent. It is generally agreed that under
present conditions we have to borrow, but
the question of how the money should he
spent is vital to all coneerned. I shall have

Whieh had been

never

something to say ahout that as 1 proceed.
There is in the Speech a mention of the
rural rehabilitation. No doubt the great
thing in this country to-day is the restora-
tion of confidence amongst primary produe-
ers and others engaged in primary industry.
I am afraid this much-needed confidence is
being rather long delayed The uncertainty
that exists amongst many farmers is having
a detrimental effect upon the country, Un-
less steps are taken to restore confidence, I
fecl we shall have greater diffieulties to face
in the future than we have had in the past.
In my own part of the State I have never
known sueh uncertainty to exist in the farm-
ing community as is found to-day, particu-
larly amongst hundreds of group settlers in
the South-West. 1 am told that more than
25 per cent. of the groups are vacant, and
that scttlers are vaeating their homes daily.
Large numbers of group setilers are very
undecided whether to remain on their hold-
ings or walk off them. T have no desire to
attack the Commissioners of the Agricul-
tural Bank. Those wentlemen are con-
fronted with a tremendous task, and all the
energy and ability they lave will be needed
to deal with the problem. I very much
regret that up to the present they have not
agreed to meel the representatives of the
group seftlers. Repeated attempts have been
made by these seftlers to induce the com-
missioners to meet their representatives. As
members know, many public meetings have
hicen held on this question. The commissioners,
however, have refused to meet any of the re-
presentalives of the persons concerned.
These people keep on appeuling to their
Parliamentary representatives. We  have
heen told by the chaimman of the commis-
sioners that he does not want to see any
politicians, nor will he take any notice of
public meetings. The representatives of the
settlers know what the trouble is, and I be-
lieve could give advice to the commissioners
that would be exceedingly helpful to them.
I do not think any political influence, that
would be in any way detrimental, would be
brought to bear upon the bank offieials. I
cannot iinagine the chairman of the commis-
sioners allowing political influence to affect
him.  The decision not (o meet politicians or
allow them to enter the bank is not justified.
It is getling into the danger zone when those
who are elected hy the people, such as mem-
hers of Parliament are, arve denied access to
impartant officials, Politieal influence is not all
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bad. Members opposite will agree thai most
of the great things they have heen able to ar-
complish have been brought about through
political influence. It is natural that when
men and women ave in danger of losing their
homes they should lool: to someone for help
and adviee. They have accordingly appealed
to those they have elected to represent them
in Parliament. As things are, we are not
able to give the advice and help that ave
required. The Deputy Leader of the Oppo:
sition pointed out that many of these settlevs
cannot come to Perth either for finaneial or
family reasons, and therefore are staying on
their heldings. If thex could put their case
before the commissioners, no doubt in many
instances they would convinee the hank that
the decisions as to foreelo<ure were not justi-
fied. The peliticians npon whom these
settlers have relied in the past are unable to
help them in the wav desived. Settlers are
threatened with the loss of their homes in
which they have lived for many years, and
are in a desperate plicht. T hope the com-
missioners will in the near future agree to
meet a deputation from them. If they do, T
feel it will go a long wayv towards alleviating
the present troubles and distress.

The Minister for Lands: Where are the
present troubles?

Mr. McLARTY : Thev are found throush-
out the group settlements. and throughout
the country. I have no desive to he parochial.

The Minister for Lands: Were there nn
troubles there hefore?

Mr. MeLARTY : Yes, but the troubles amd
the uneertainty that prevail to-dax are
greater than those which prevailed in the
past.

The Minister for Lands: So long as T can
remember there have been troubles. The Gov-
ernment you supported were in office while
tronbles existed.

The Premier: This iz a belaboured story,

Mr. McLARTY: Sowme months ago the
commissioners advertised for two chief in-
spectors, one to represent the wheat belt and
the other the South-West. T understood that
the appointments would play a considerable
part in the future policy of the bank. Al-
though applications were called for some
months ago, nothing has vet been done to
make the appointment=. One naturallyv
wonders why the delay has oceurred.
The action of the commissioners in refusing
to meet the representatives of the settlers,

or the seftlers themselves, is causing grave
hostility  towards the bank. Everything
possible should be done to discourage that
feeling. 1 hope the commissioners will re-
view their decision and agree to meet the

seitlers. The Speech refers also to local
industry. [ agree that one of the most

cffective means wherehy we can cope with
unemployment is by supporting local pro-
ducts., 1T commend the Minister for the
enthusia=m he has put into this matter. I
will be remembered that the ex-Premier was
alzo most enthusiastic about the same thing.
Ie was the first to draw attention in this
House to the urgent need for the support of
local industries. He eontinually emphasised
the effeet sueh support would have upon
unemplovment, and was always urging that
this policy should he pul inta operation.
The present Government seem to agree with
that, and I congratulate them on ecarrying

it onf. The Speeeh refers to the timber in-
dustry. It is a good sign that this industry

should now be so brisk. - L should like to see
even greater activity. Wherever a man has
a reasonably good chanee of paying for his
own heme he should be encouraged to get
one, The spending of money on the erection
of homes is oue of the sound ways of laying
out loan money. The building trade pro-
vides work all round. A home of his own
gives a man a permanent interest in some-
thing. 1f people are unfortunate enough to
hecome unemploved, they still have an in-
tevest in something. The housing of people
and the provision of homes for them to live
in must tend to hring about a conteated
comumunity. My own experience with the
Workers” Homes Board has not heen a par-
ticularly happy one. If a man wishes to
own his own home he has to wait several
months before his application is considered.
I know there are many applicants for these
homes, but I do think it would be a wise
poliey if the Government made more money
available for the building of homes for the
people. A great many of these applicants
can offer reasonably good security, and if
thex can do so they should he encouraged to
own their own homes. To relieve unemploy-
ment certain publie works are being carried
out from loan money. One of our greatest
problems is to decide what work men will do
and what work machines will do. T agree
that wheve machinevy displaces men, the men
so displaced should be provided for.

AMr. Sleeman: And their hours reduced.
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My, McLARTY :
come ahout.

1 helieve that, too, will

Mr. Hegney: It has comne about.

Mr. M¢LARTY: To a certain extent.
Men should not be ecalled upon to perform
certain work that machines should earry out.
It is economical where possible to employ
men on work for which they arve most suit-
able. The problem is to decide what work
machinery ean profitably do, and what work
men should do. We should plan our public
works well ghead. We shonld know what
works are to be carried out in the future,
and what actual part in thew machinery is
woing to play. If there arve certain works
which ean be done by machinery with a
consequent saving of expenditure, and the
men displaced can be employed in other in-
dustries, those works shonld be carrvied ont
by maehinery. Qur main concern is to pro-
vide work for the individual as well. Money
must be made available for rmral velnhilita-
tion. As the session progresses no floubt we
shall have an oppoitunity to discuss that
question, The poszition of ounr primary pro-
dueers is one of urgent concern for the cur-
rent session. The reference to rural rehabili-
tation in the Speech appeals, T am sure, to us
all.  As regards markets for the goods we
produce, I agree with the Neputy Leader of
the Opposition that in connection with
marketing, organisation is beecoming iu-
ereasingly necessary. I certainly hope the
Minister for Agrieulture is turning his
thoughts in that direction. Greater bene-
fits eounld, in my opinion, be obtained from
the loeal market if we had a hetter sys-
tem of distribution, There should he more
advertising of our loeal primary produets.
This applies espeeially to dairy products
and fruit. Unquestionably in Western Ana-
tralia there is a tremendous wastage of
fruit. During the months of June and July
particularly, the wastage of citrns fruits
is extraordinarily great. I do net quite
know what would have happened to the
citrus growers latterly, had it not heen
for the goldfields market; assuredly the
metropolitan market was glutted with
fruit. I would not advise people to plant
citrus fruit, or put -money into eitrus
growing, at the present time. We seem to
have far more ecitrus trecs already than
will supply the wants ol Western Ausira-
lia. The only hope of the citrus industry
i= an export market, and in the meantime
every effort should he made to develop our

local market. There can be no douht that
the local market is the best market for eit-
Mz growers, Indeed, the same remark
applies to most of our products. If we
can obfain good local markets for them,
that will be best for the producers. The
Victorian Government, I helieve, have hesn
making efforts to develop and regulate

the distribution of foodstuffs. They ap-
pointed a committee in that connection.
The Vietorian Minister for Employment

and Industry claims that this committee,
which he created, has proved highly
valuable. Our Minister for Agriculture
might consider the advisableness of creat-
ing an honorarv council to adviee him as
to the limits of the loecal market and alse
in regard to distribution. My belief is that
sneh a eounecil would render good service,
and would result in larger ruantities cof

our primary products heing ahsorbed
loeally. I am aware that the Federal Gov-
ernment have recently appointed Trade
Commissioners to go oversea. I was par-

ticnlarly gratified to see that a Western
Australian was amongst those appointed.
My hope is that these Trade Commission-
ers will discover new markets abroad for
our primary producers. We are continu-
ally being told about markets waiting for
our produets in China, Japan, the Straits
Settlements, and elsewhere. Yet we do nof
seem to be able to secure the full advan-
tage of those markets. I trust that the
Trade Commissioners will be able to ex-
pand our markets abroad. Reference has
heen made to the potato-growing industry.
Tt has heen pointed out that we ave now
producing  enough potatoes for our re-
quirements. The position as regards pro-
dueing enough for our own renuirements
need not trouble us, but in the near future
Western Australia will be producing far
more potatoes than are requirved locally.
When the great irrigation areas come intn
productivity, they will supply tremendous
quantitiezs of potatoes. Besides, there are
other areas being newly planted with pota-
toes. The industry is bound to expand
greatly. The question we, and particularly
the Minister for Agrienlture, have to face
iz what will happen when the potato-grow-
ing industry reaches the stage of over-
produetion; and that is o situation which
must come about speedily. In my opinion
the Minister for Agriculture wonld be well
advised to appoint a hoard to deal with
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the position. I know that the Federal Gov-
ernment have appointed an advisory board
on which Western Australia has two repre-
sentatives, but I do not know thai that
body will prove of much serviece to our
producers. I feel that the only way in
which the Minister for Agvieulture can
effectively help the industry is by appeint-
ing a board with statutory powers to con-
trol the industry and to organise the mar-
ketineg of its products. s in the ecase of
many of our primary industries, a large
proportion of the produet of the potato-
growing indnstry will have to be exported.
Leviglation is contemplated, T understand,
in connection with the whole-milk industry.
All T wish to say on that subject at pre-
sent is that I should like to see the board
become more permanent. The vear to vear
business is not helpful. My view is that
the Whole Milk Board have done good
work, but that the trouble iz the ah-
sence of eertainty as to whether the
existenee of the hoard will continue. T
shounld like to see a term of three vears
for the board, thus enabling them to
formulate a definite policy and act npon ii.
Tn regard fo marketing matters and the at-
tempt of eertain people in the East to gbtain
from the Privy Council a ruling as fo
Section 92 of the Federal Constitution,
under which dairying, butter and dried
fruit and other primary industries are con-
trolled, T hold that if the Privy Coun-
¢il's deeision is such as to declare that there
has bheen infringement of Section 92, or that
the creation of the marketing boards is
illegeal. the effect must he most serions upon
primary industries throughont Australia.
This, of course, is not only the concern of
the Wesiern Australian Government, but
also  the concern of every Government
throughout the Commonwealth.

The Premier: The High Court of Aus
tralia has held that the boards ave legal.

Mr. McLARTY: Naturally T know the
High Court’s decision, but it has been re-
solved that there should be an appeal fo
the Privy Couneil; and there is no eertainty
that the Privy Council will uphold the deci-
gion of aur High Court.

The Premier: Two appeals to the Privy
Council are pending now.

Mr, M¢LARTY: Every Australian Cov-
ernment =honld have plans formulated for
meeting  this serions emergeney should it
arise.

The Premier; The geueral opimion is that
the Privy Council will not uphold the deci-
sion of the High Court of Australia.

Mr. MecLARTY: That is so. However,
the Privy Council may give a derision which
will prove detrimental to Australia; and
therefore a grave responsibility rests upon
all the CGovernments coneerned.

The Premier: The High Court of Aus-
tralin has declaved that these boards are
within Section 02 of the Federal Constitu-
tion. The general epinion of our anthorities
scems to be that wlen the pending appeals
are heard the Privy Couneil will not uphold
that.

M, MeLARTY : T shounld like to make a
few remarks with regard to the Secession
Delegation. 1 congratulate the members of
that delegation on the good work they
acromplished while they were in England.

Hon. W. 1% Johnson: And on their ex-
penditure?

Mr. Sleeman: Do vou agree with what
AMr. Watson said?

Mr, MeLARTY: 1 did not agree with
all that Mr. Watson said. T suppose the
interjeetion has reference to direct action.
T never agree with direet action. T trust
that the Federal Government will not think
that the meeting of the Federal Cabinet in
Perth has quietened the secessionists. 1 amn
sure there has heen no such effeet.  Our
Premier has said that lie will co-operate with

the Premiers of the smalter States. T trust
the hen. wentleman will do so. If close

co-operation vould he seeured with the other
smaller States, it wonld do a good deal to-
wards gcefting  the Federal Constitution
amended so as to give the smaller States a
[uirer deal. T do not know what was in the
mind of the member for Guildford-Midland
(TTon. W. T3 Johnzen) when he desired to
know what cxpenses had bheen incurred by
the Secession Delegation. Probably no one
has any serious objection to the amounis
heine divilged. However, in my opinion
the members of the delegation have rendered
rood serviee to Western Australia, even if
this State had to pay twice a5 much as the
expenditure aetually ineurred. 1 feel that
as the result of their mission abroad, West-
ern Anstralia will benefit. The Government
have a good deal {fo answer for in respect
of their administration during the recess.
T.ast night the Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition offered some effective criticism of the
Government. Tt will be interesting to hear
the reply to that evitieism.
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Mr. Sieeman: Do you agree with what he
said?

My. MeLARTY: I agree with a great
deal of what he said. T consider that the
hon. gentleman made an excelient speech.
His most sevious eritieism of the Govern-
ment had reference to their interference
with the Arbitration Court. T'ndounbtedly
the Government did take sides in the dis-
pute in question. With the merits of the
case T am not concerned at present. That
phase does not enter into consideration at
the moment. The Ministor for Mines in
T.ondon expressed himself most emphatically
to the effect that the Government would not
destroy something they had helped to create:
but I consider that the action of the Gov-
ernment in this instance was in fact such
as tended to destroy what they had assisted
to ereate. It is no wonder that the re-
sponsible represenfatives of the employers
waited upon the Minister for Employment
to ask him what the Government’s intentions
were in regard to the future of industrial
arbitration. For the life of me I eannot
see where those gentlemen offered any in-
sult to the Minister. During this session
of Parliament members on this side of ihe
Chamber will join with those genflemen in
insisting upon learning what the Govern-
ment’s intentions are in regard to the fulure
of arbifration. There are many more mat-
ters on which I could speak. When I first
entered Parliament I asked an hon. member
what T ecould speak ahout on the Ad-
dress-in-reply, and he told wme I econld
speak about anything under the sun.
I do not wish to do -that at this junecture,
but there are some interesting matters that
will have to he disenssed later on. 1 notice
thal the bulk handling problem seems to con-
cern the new member for South Fremantle
(Mr. Fox). Although T do not represent
any whealgrowers in my constitueney, I
hope the Government will speedily have the
bulk handling systemn in full operation, I
would like to say something eoncerning the
State Transport Co-ordination Aect, but I
do not intend to do so at this stage. 1 was
interested in the report that appeared in the
“West Australian” in which the Commis-
sioner of Railwavs pointed out that the
Railways had a much greater earning eapac-
ity since the operation of the Aet than for-
merly. I belicve membhers are glad of that
fact, for that was the object of the legisla-
tion. Nevertheless, it has borne severely on
some sections of the community. Of course,

it represents new legislation and it is only
natural that there should he found, as a
resnlt of experience, room for improvement
in its provisions. I hope that we shall have
an opportunity to review the opcrations of
that Act and amend it in certain directions
hefore the present session closes. I do not
intend at this stage o say anything abont
local matters affecting my constituency, al-
though naturally I have in mind works that
I would like te see put in hand. They eon-

cern Lhe Minister in control of country
water supplies. 1 am grateful to hoth the
Mitehell Govermment and to the present

Government for works that have been under-
taken in the Murray-Wellington electorate.
I do not desire to he uynreasonable in the
future, but in a growing district such as
the Murray-Wellington electorate, there are
always works that vequire the attention of
the Covernmment, I shall place particulars
regarding those maiters before the respon-
sible Minister at the proper time. I desire
to express mv gratitude to the Government
for having appointed the Trrigation Com-
mission. Trrigation is o matter of vital im-
portance in my constituency. The success
of the work of that hody has been notahle 1n
the irrigation area.

HON. J. CUNNINGHAM (Kalgoorlie}
[518]: At the ouiset I desire to offer my
vongratulations to the newly appointed Min-
ister for Agrieulture, Hon. F. J. 8. Wise,
upon having attained full Ministerial rank.
Without indulging in any disparaging re-
marks coneerning former Ministers for Ag-
rieulture, I am of the opinion that the ad-
vent of Che new Minister will result in
nothing but benefit to agriculture through-
out Western Australia, I also offer my
congratulations to the new members who
have heen eleeted to this Chamber. I have
known AMr. Fox, who now represents South
Fremantle, for many years and in having
clected him to this Chamber, I am satisfied
that the people of South IFremantle have
placed with us 2 man who will prove of
sonie worth to the electors. Mr. Boyle, the
new membher for Avon, is well known
throughout the State. Ile has taken an
active interest in the affairs of our primary
producers and particularly in  connection
with the wheat-growing industry. I look
upon him as an aequisition te this Chamber,
althongh T must ennfess T would have nre-
ferred to see Mr. MceCahe elecied. M.
MeCabe has had an extensive experience in
connection with the wheat-growing indus-
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try and would have been a decided aequisi-
tion to this Chamber. In saying that, of
course, I do not speak fo the detriment of
Mr. Boyle.

Mr. Thorn: Youn cannot have both.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: No, and I cer-
tainly look forward to Mr. Boyle being of
considerable use to Western Australia.
Turning now to the subject-matter of His
Excellency’s Speech, I heartily congratulate
the Governmeni on the many topies of
interest mentioned therein, and to extend my
felicitations to the Govermment on having
reduced the deficit to £167,000 during the
last financial year. The present and other
Governments, in the course of the past few
years, have been faced with a most diffieult
position.  The Mitchell Government were
confronted with many difficalties. They
happened to take office in 1930, when we
weve right in the throes of the depression,
amn<l no doubt did their hest, to thelr way
of thinking, in the interests of the State.
It remained for the present Government,
when they assnmed the reins of office, to take
hold of the sitwation in sueh a manner
ags (o securc the gratifving resulis
recorded in the Speech. The Government
will have at least anothey eight or nine
months  within  which to administer the
affaivs of the State before facing the clee-
ters. The farming and pastoral areas have
heen hard hit so far during the present
senson.  The recent rains will no doubt effect
some improvement, but I think it is gener-
allv aceepted by the Premicr and his Min-
dsters that there will not be that buoyancy
of revenne during this financial vear that
we would have expertenced had the season
heen move favourable.  The member for
Murray-Wellington  (Mr.  MeLariy) men-
tioned that action should be taken to secure
an jmprovement in markets in the interests
of the primary producers of the State. |
was thinking along similar lines. When we
read of action taken by hoth State and Fed-
eral Governments to secure overseas markets
for surplus produets, T am often reminded
that we have within our own horders, and
within Australia itself, a market that has not
heen exploited to the advantage of the
people. partienlarly in Western Australia.
We have a whole army of men who are out
of work. Tn consequence of their being
workless, we are losing a mavket that could
he availed of if work were provided for
them. Therefore, the first eszential that
presents itself to Gevernments throughont

Australia, and particularly in Western Aus-
tralia, is fully to utilise the market that we
can provide locally for the absorption of our
own produets. [ know that the Government
have carried out excellent work in providing
additional employment for our people. To
date the Government have gone to the very
limit of the money available for the purpose
of absorbing labour. Af the same time, it
strikes me as necessary to secure the co-
aperation of the people as a whole, with a
view fo absorbing all the lahour available
and thus create a loeal market that wonld bhe
of distinet advantage to the producers. I
know the Govermment have that matter
under consideration and that they are doing
evervthing possible to secure the result we
desirc. Reference is made in the Speech to
the mining industry. We all realise what a
wonderful asset Western Australia has in
its mining industry, and as a result of the
inereased activities in that spbere, some
additionzl thousands of men have heen
absorbed in emplovinent. That has proved
heneficial tn the State as a whole. The
action of the Government in assisting the
mining industry to the extent thev have
done has redounded to the general good of
the whole community. The seheme inaugur-
ated hy the present Minister for Mines,
known as the prospecting scheme, has re-
sulted in the recovery of additional gold, and
has provided avenues of emplovment for up-
wards of 2.000 men. The Government have
secured in return quite a substantial sum as
a vesult of the gold won by those prospec-
tors. There is another phase of that scheme
that is bheneficial to the mining industry.
Many of the voung men who were induced
to seize the opnortunities that were offered
to them, have become qualified fo take em-
plovment in the industry itself. Within re-
cent months T have met several of them and
they informed me that they had no intention
of returning to the coast, for thev realised
better opportunities were available in the
mining areas, That very fact must result in
additional benefit all round. No donbt most
of them will secure something in addition to
the ordinary rate of wages as a result of
thelr prospecting activities. It was an ex-
cellent move on the part of the Government
to send the Minister for Mines to the Old
Tond. From what I have read of the pub-
lished reports dealing with the Minister’s
deings since he reached London, tiere will
be added interest taken in Western Austraha
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Drom a2 mining investment point of view.

That being so, evervome will agree in
applauding the Government for having

welected a man like the Minister for Mines
to proceed to London, for Mr, Munsie can
deal with mining matters in a manner that
will appenl to the British investors who have
money awniting investment in mining ven-
tures.  Generally speaking, the mining in-
durlry is buovant. There are some phases
that require further consideration with a
view to ereating a greater stimulus to invest-
ment and prospecting.  Large sums of
money have been made available to assist
prospectors, mining companies and lease-
liolders, but at the same time | would remingd
the Minister, who is representing the Min-
ister for Mines during the latter’s ahsence in
London, that there are large arveas of
auriferous country that arve without adequate
water supplies. Many of the prospeefors
have the advantage of permanent water sup-
plies alveady provided, but in the country
south from Boorahbin and Woolgangie there
¥ o scarcity of water and men cannot
prozpect those areas until some provision
ix made for water supplies so as to
cnable them to carry on.  Similarly at-
fractive country lies north fowards DMt
Jackson, and towards Sandstone on the
Murchison, as well as to the westward
of DMulline. The Government wonld be
well advised to spend monex for water
supplies to enable prospectors to work in
those areas. By so doing they would be
furthering the scheme to assist the mining
industry. It is pleasing to note that, as
a resnlt of the inecreased mining aetivity
last vear, the State secured 14,000 ozs. of
gold over the previous year’s output. That
represents a considerable advance in the
wealth produetion of the State, and should
in itself appeal to the outside public to
furnish ecapital for the development of
mines that may become permanent produc-
ers. I compliment the memher for Brown
Hill-Ivanhoe {Mr. F. C. L. Smith) on his
speech in moving the' adoption of the
Address-in-reply. He was necessarily con-
cise in his remarks, but he handled the
subjeet matter of his speech ably and well.
He pointed out some of the benefits that
had acerued to the State as a result of
the oecupancy of the Treasurvy Benches by
the present party. There are many mat-
ters concerning his electorate, as well as
mine, whiech he wonld have liked to tonch

upon had time been available. T intend
to bring under the notice of the Govern-
ment several matters of considerable im-
portance to the people whe live in mining
areas., As a result of the great improve-
ment in the industry, thousands of people
have been attracted to the mining districts,
and because of the influx, there is 2 denvth
of housing accommodation, and rents have
increased enormously. This matter was
bronght under the notiee of the Govern-
ment some little time ago, and no doubt
they have considered means whereby this
hardshin suffered by the workers of the
goldfields may be relieved. Inereased wages
are not of much use to the workers unless
some etontrol is exercised over the cost of
living. Beeause of the cnormous increase
in house rents, the cost of living has been
inereased considerably. Some time ago I
approaghed the Workers’ Homes Bonrd
with a view to securing an extension of
their activities to goldfields areas, but so
far the board appear to be disinelined to
take netion in that direction. No doubt
they would aceede to the requests of some
people for assistance to build homes if
thev were in a position to put up substan-
tial deposits, but workers, generally speak-
ing, have not the eash to do that. T sng-
gest to the Government another way of
dealing with this matter. Within the last
few vears legislation has been introdueed
to establish a fair rents court. The men-
sures passed this House, but failed to pass
another place. The Government would he
well advised to resubmit a fair rents Bill
and send it to another place. T would go
so far as to agree that sueh a measnre
should apply to the Kalgoorlie and Boul-
der districts only. When I mention that
a three-roomed honse in the town of Kal-
goorlie is rented at 30s. a week, a house
that cost probably mo more than [£400,
members will realise that action in the in-
terests of the goldfields people is neces-
sary. It seems to me that investors who
have heen fortunate enough o seeure
blocks of land at low values and who are
inflating those values are securing a rake-
off in the shape of high rents to which
they are not entitled. The Government
shonld take this matter in hand immedi-
ately and introduce the necessary remedinl
legislation., Another matter affects the
sick and infirm of the mining industry.
For many years there has heen a hospital
at Kalgoorlie, but as a result of the influx
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of population, the hospital aecommodation
is guite inadequate to meet requirements.
Recently the Jlinister representing the
Minister for Health was appreached with
a reguest that additional aecommodation
should be provided.
an offer to the goldfields communiiy to
provide additional accommodation, the cost
to be horne on a fiftv-fifiv basis. To-day
I asked for details of the amount of hos-
pital tax collected in the Kalzoorlie-Bou!l-
der districts, and of course failed to get
the information. I was informed by the
Minister, however, that in the last three
vears a sum equal to £16,000 had heen
spent on renovations and addifions to the
Kalgoorlie hospital. That sounds quite a
substantial sum, but I assave the Minis-
ter that it is insufficient. It has certainly
proved quite inadequate to provide the
acecommodation necessary to meet the
needs of the distriet.

Mr. Lambert : The Kalgoorlie hospital will
he considerably relieved when the Coclgardie
hospital is opened in a month or so.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: T understand
that at Coolgardie a six-roomed house is
heing converted into a hospital, and that a
10ft. verandah will provide further sleeping
accommaodation. Tn the event of the hospi-
tal heing established at Coolgardie, the Kal-
zoorlie hospital will eertainly be relieved to
the extent of the demands now made on it
hy Caolgardie patients. I hope the Minis-
ter will consider this matter and do his
uimost to meet the needs of the goldfields
people.  Another maiter of considerable im-
poriance affeets the workers in the mining
industry. Legislaiion has been passed to
provide for cash payments to workers who
have contracted the disease of silicosis. Tn
1915 the Seaddan Government were instru-
menta! in bringing into operation a volun-
tary scheme of eontribution providing for a
maximam payvmeni of £2 3. a week to
afflicted miners and their dependants—£1 3s.
for the worker and the balance for the de-
pendants. That was followed by the intro-
duction of the Miners’ Phthisis Aect in
1922.23. That was a skeleton measure which
did not provide for any payment to workers
suffering from tuberculosis who were ex-
cluded from the industry. The objeet of the
Aet was to exclude tuberculous miners from
underground working, Later on such ex-
cluded men were paid the current rate of
wage, or were found employment. In ihe

I believe he madc.

event of falling sick, they receive the cur-
rent rate of pay. If they died, the widow
received £2 a week and 8+ Bid. for each
child under the age of 16 vears. Later on
the Workers' Compensation et was passed,
and provision was made in the third schedule
for the payment of compensation for in-
dustrinl  diseases. The maximum amount
stipulated was £730, In 1933 a conselidniing
measare was passed embodying the pro-
visions of the Ming Workers’ Relief 1und
Act, the Miners’ Phthisis Act and the third
~chedule of the Workers' Compensation Act.
Under the Miners' Phthisis Act no limita-
tion was imposed on the amount that an
injured worker could draw, but as o result
of the passing of the consolidating measure,
a limit of £730 has been imposed. Naturally
those eoncerned resent the faet that while a
man who came under the old Miners’
Phthisis Act may draw payments fo an un-
limited amount, those who come under the
provisions of the consolidated measure are
limited to payments amounting m all to
£750. They desire a re-cnactment of the
Miners’ Phthisis Act so that they will be
permitted to draw sums without any limita-
tion. I ask the Minister to take this maiter
into consideration, and I hope he will see
his way to comply with the request and re-
slore the provisions of the Miners' Phthisis
Act to those workers. The Government
should also consider the question of lewalis-
ing the State Tnsurance Department. it is
well known that Bills have heen passed hy
this Touse to that end, but have failed to
secure the approval of another place. At
present industrial insurance is being under-
taken Wy the State Tnsurance Tlepartment,
though the institution has been established
without parlamentary authority. The liabil-
ity of the departinent is such that members
should seriousty consider the need for lewis-
lation to legalize the transactions of the de-
pariment. No less than £214000 of
a reserve fund has been built up and
it is really essential that that re-
serve fund should bhe held in antici-
pation of future liahilities, because year
after year medical examinntions have iaken
place in the laboratery at Kalgoorlie which
go to show that the liability under the pro-
visions of the Third Schedule of the Work-
ers’ Compensation Act ave inereasing con-
siderably. Henee the desivahility of having
that veserve fund available. When we have
such a sum of money as £214.000 in reserve,
I think members will vealise the need that
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exists for legalising the department. There
is another phase of the question worthy of
eonsideration. This department has been
brought into being without statutory auth-
ority ; therefore we have created a precedent
by establishing a department without the
sanction of Parliament.
certainly now pass legislation to legalise the
State Insurance Department. I do not know
what form such legislation should take. If
I remembher rightly, a Bill was introduced
some years ago and it had a very wide
range in that it provided for general insur-
ance. A previous Government introduced a
Bill to create a State monopoly of indns-
trial insurance only. However, this is a
matter that should be dealt with by the
Government because thousands more men
are emploved in the mining industry to-day
than were employed when the department
was first established. So the financial re-
sponsibility has become greater, and in my
opinion, therefore, it is necessary that the
Government should not delay in submitting
the veguired legislation. I have no inten-
tion of dealing with the matters referred to
by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition last
night, He dealt with gquite a big range of
subjects and it was noticeable that during
the greater part of the time he was on his
feet the Leader and the Deputy Leader of
the Nationalist Party were not present in
the Chamber. Thus the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition had a comparatively easy
job. His remarks were mostly addressed to
the Government and I think I can leave
them to the Government to deal with. The
last matter npon which I desire to touch
15 that of unemployment on the goldfields.
We on the goldfields are in rather an un-
enviable position in that we have not only
unemployed persons coming from the metro-
politan avea and from other parts of the
State, but we also have quite a large num-
ber of unemploved men coming from the
Eastern States, Perhaps we cannot very
well quarrel with them for coming here be-
cause the majority of us in this Chamber
originally came from the Eastern States.
At the smine time, we have many unemployed
on the goldficlds and they fiind it very diffi-
cult to obtain work because of the presence
of so many from other distriets. Unfor-
tunately since the depression set in, all Gov-
ernments, when they make work available,
describe it as relief work, and unless a man
is on sustenance he has very little chance
of getting a job on those works. I realise
that the Government have a most difficult

Parliament shouid -

proposition to handle, but I do think that
the goldfields residents who are unemploved
should receive a little more consideration
than they ave getting at preseni. They have
their homes on the goldfields and to e asked
to go to other districts or to the metro-
politan area is nof to their advantage. It
means to them a distinet Joss. The Govern-
ment might give this matter their considera-
tion and see whether it is possible, when
Government works ave put in hand, for the
geldfields unemployed to seeure emplovment.
I have nothing further to say except that I
think the Government have a good record
and I am looking forward to important
legislation heing introduced this session. I
shall have an opportunity later when the
Estimates are before the House of hringing
other matters under the notice of Ministers.

MR. BOYLE (Avon) [3.53]: I wish to
thank the Premier for the graceful tribute
he paid to the memory of the man whose
seat I occupy to-day. I endorse those re-
marks and hope that [ will he able to work
as hard in the intevests of my constituents
as did the late lamented Mr, Griffiths. I
wish to thank membevs, particularly the
members for Murray-\Wellington and Kal-
goorlie, for their congratulaiions on my re-
turn as member for Avon. I much appre-
ciate their remarks. In offering a few com-
ments on the Address-in-reply, I desire to
refer to that statistieal eompendinm known
as the Governor’s Speech. 1 notice thal the
State’s revenue for 1934-35 was, in round
figures, £9,333,000 against £8,481.000 in the
previous year, an inerease of £850,000. Of
course increased revenue means inereased ex-
penditure, but the posifion to-day is made
much easier for the Government by the im-
provement in the economie position. Unfor-
tunately, however, this improvement does
not extend to the primary industries of
wheat and wool growing. But the improve-
ment in the great gold mining indusiry bas
provided over 11,000 workers in the State
with well-paid employment, in addition to
which the Government have had the benefit
of adventitious aids—if one might call them
so—in the tremendous increase in revenue
items such as the financial emergency tax,
which, in 1932-33 for seven months vielded
£202,000, in 1933-34 grew to £411,000 and
last year inereased to £684,950,

The Premier: Those words “adventitiouns
atds” were first used by Sir Henry Parkes.
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Mr, BOYLE: 1 do not claim any origina-
lity in using those words. The hospital tax,
which of course is an earmarked tax, cer-
tainly relieved the Goovernment of a most im-
poriant funetion, and that is the care of the
sick. In 1932-33 that tax provided £148,000,
in 1933-34 £134,000 and last vear £183,000.
So the improvement shown by the Govern-
ment in the financial position has certainly
been considerable. Apart from that fax
which, as I have already said, is earmarked
for a specific ohject, the Government have
had £684,000 from the financial emergency
tax, and, acording to the report presented by
the Minister for Railways last night, the
Government have had the benefit of the im-
provement in the railway position. that is
to say, the deficit in the railway accounts
was last year only £99,000 as against
£275,000 in the year before. So allowing for
additional expenditure, the difference in the
Treasurer’s favour in respeel of the railways
was £175,000.

The Premier: You would be well advised
to wait until vou have had a little more ex-
DPerience before you discuss finunce.

Mr. ROYLE: I am certainly pleased with
the position as disclosed. The improvement
in the finances decidediy is to the henefit of
the State; T do not dispute that for one mo-
ment. But it has been stated that the defieit
now has been reduced to £167,000, and I
wish to show that the rveason for that reduc-
tion ix to he found in the various taxation
measures. I, as president of a certain
organisation, supported tlhe action of the
Govermment when  they introduced the
Transport Act, The organisation with which
T am conneected raised no ohjection to that
legislation: on the contrary we stood with
the Government in the forvent hope that the
railway revenue wounld inerease to the ex-
tent that it would be prssible to provide
some relief for the primory industries. The
revenue derived from the carriage of wheat
alone last year was £528,000. Altogether 1
venture to say that wheaterowing in itself
provided close upon £700,000 of revenue to
the Railway Department of Western Austra-
lia. T nunderstand the difficulties. The
Premier said that I should wait until T have
had more experience before T  eriticise
Government finance. Anybody who takes an
intelligent interest in finance must take notice
of fignres. T do not think anyone can claim
a divine rizht or has any prerogative in the
understanding of ordinary financigl affairs.

(5]

I sympathise with the 'Treasurer of this
State, and indeed the Treasurers of the
other States, in the dilfieult position in
which all find themselves in the relationship

hetween the States ant fthe Federafion
According to the latest Commonwealth
Year Book in the year 1932-3% the
the revenue of all the States was
£116,000,000 while the Commonwenlth
managed to raise and spend £T0,0414000.

8o the position to-day is that the States
have been left with mainky the spending
departments, while the Federation has
taken over the departments of revenue.
The deerease in uneinployment from 11,175
persons at the 30th June, 1934, to 91;3
on the corresponding date of this year is
very gratifying indeed. But the goldfields
have again proved great helpers im this
regard, and we find the increased employ-
ment on the goldfields to be 2,600 persons
over those of the previous year. So again
we can sav truly, “Thank God for the
goldfields,”” as we did in 1892 and 1893
But I shonld like to draw the attention of
the House to the steady exodus from the
land, which is going to make it very diffi-
cult for the Government, any Crovernment,
to cope with the nnemployed problem. It
is estimated that 300 wheat farmers are
leaving their farms annvally. T empha-
sise that while our primary industrics are
slowly bleeding te death, no Government,
however well managed. can restore eco-
nomie equilibrium in a Htate such as this,
with an agricultural revenue of 72 per
cent. as against the 52 per cent. of the
Eastern States. TUntil Governments rea-
lise that, I am afraid the spectre of un-
employment in this State will never be
laid. There is one thing on which in an-
other sphere, I complimented the Govern-
ment, namely, the appointment of the
Roval Commission on Bulk Handling. That
Commission’s report has been submitted,
and I, for one, accept it. I realise the diffi-
culties that Commission had to face. The
organisation to which I was attached cer-
tainly desire that the wheatgrower of this
State should have a controlling interest in
the policy of any bulk handling secheme put
forward, and the commissioners, in their
report, recommend that legislative protec-
tion for wheatgrowers be afforded; in
other words, that there be passed an Aect
of Parliament to see that the interests of
individual wheatgrowers are conserved.
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With that proposal I am in cordial agree-
ment and I will do my hest to assist the
Government in any methods they adopt
for the extension of bulk handling in Wes-
tern Australia. I am a eonvineed hulk
handler of wheat. It is most extraordin-
ary that Auwstralia is the only exporting
ecountry in the world exporting wheat in
bags. In the past we have been buying
from India jutes, the value of which in
1930-31 amounted to £751,000. The aver-
age seasonal quantity of bags used by the
whealgrowers of Western Australia would
represent £400,000 in value. T notice that the
Royal Commission say the saving in bulk
handling is from the farm to the siding,
that is to say, in the cost of cornsacks.
But I should like te remind the commis-
sioners that the price of cornsacks has a
fluctuating value and that if we were to
lose the 25 per cent, exchange, one has to
assume the savings would depreciate to
that extent. I disagree with the commis-
sioners in attaching the importance they
do to that point, for experience has shown
that there should be a saving in bulk
handling right from the farm to the point
of destination. The commissioners point
out that there is a saving of 2s. 6d. per
ton in overseas freights. How much of
that is coming to the wheatgrower? The
commissioners say that on the bulk wheat
handled, ¥4d. per bushel went to the mer-
chants. When one realises that 14d. per
bushel means in every million bushels
£2,080 extra rake-off, one can understand
the position. Without some influence that
can only be wiclded by Parliament—it is
beyond the functions of Co-operative Bulk
Handling Ltd.—other interests will eon-
tinue taking a rake-off of £2,080 on every
million bushels. We owe nothing to India
in this regard. For vears we have been
bled in buying cornsacks from India. Some
vears ago the State steamer ‘‘Kangaroo’’
was laid on the berth in Caleuntta. I was
speaking to Mr. Baxter, the then Chief
Secretary, and was given to understand
that the “Kangaroo” was to lift jutes
for Western Australia; but the “Kan-
garoo” lifted no jutes for Western
Australia, becanse the ecornsack people
have their own ships, and their own
ships carried those jutes to Western Aus-
tralia at a freight of 45s. per ton as
against the 16s. 6d. per ton that had to
he paid on wheat as back loading—nearly
30s, per ton extra in brinzing combine eon-

trolled jute to Western Ausiralia as
against taking our wheat back to Indian
ports. Rural rehsbilitation is a work in
which T have been seriously engaged for
nearly five years, and it is with a grent
deal of sadness and disappointment
I notice that from our peak year, 1931,
when we had 3,935,000 acres under
wheat, we have fallen to 2,763,000
aeres this vear, or a decvease of 1,200,000,
And the decline is going to be accelerated
unless we take steps to bring back pros-
perity, or at least conteniment, to the wheat
belt. The settlement of the wheat belt was
never a party guestion, and I say the re-
settlement of the wheat helt should not he
i party question either. 1t should be the
duty of every member of the Houze to see
that so important an indusiry is brought
back to at least the position it occupied five
vears ago. It may be asked, how will that
he done? It ean he donme. When the
pionecrs settled the wheat belt, were not
they in infinitely worse ense than we ave
to-day for re-settling the wheat Lelt? To-
day there ave fully 1,500 farms abandoned.
Undoubtedly there are certain areas that
should never have been scttled, at least from
a wheatgrowing point of view, T have had
a great deal of sympathy with the officers
and controllers of the Agricultural Bank in
that regard, for during recent vears I have
travelled 7,000 miles per annum in and out
of the wheat belt. So I know what the
people of the wheat belt are suffering to-
day, and I think the Honse should not allow
the important wheat industry to become the
eare of the Country Party or, indeed, any
other single party. If should be the cave of
Parliament, and whichever Government may
he in power, everv assistance should he
given to overcome these problems.

The Minister for Lands: When did it he-
come the eare of the Country Party? It
never has been.

Mr. BOYLE: The Minister for Lands has
drawn my attention to a statement he once
made.

The Premier: Qur pavty has done more
for the wheatgrowers than ever the Country
Party has done.

AMr. BOYLE: To a deputation that waited
on him, the Minister for Lands said that as
the wheat helt did not return Labour candi-
dates, the people of the wheat helt should
not cxpect the Government to be interested
in them,

The Minister for Lands: When was that
statement made? Was it made by me?
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Mr. BOYLE: It was made at a depufa-
tion in xvour office, at which I was present.

The Minister for Lands: It was never
made.

Mr. BOYLE: I say it was.

The Minister for Lands: It is the first T
have heard of it.

Mr, BOYLE: The wheatgrowing industry
to-day is a bankvupt industry, and should
be approached with that viewpoint in mind.
I may be again departing from the—

The Minister for Justice: Truth,

, Mr. BOYLE: XNo, I am speaking the
truth as T know it,

The Premier: Are you a wheatgrower, or
a P.P.A. man?

Mr. BOYLE: I think we had better have
a Royxal Commission to go into that ques-
tion.

AMr. Seward: You are hitting them on the
raw.

AMr. BOYLE: The wheatgrowing industry
is a bankrapt industry. The Federal Royal
Commission, I suppose the finest Royal Com-
mission ever appointed in Anstralia, proved
bevond doubt that the wheatgrowing indus-
try in the Commonwealth is a bankrupt in-
dustry.

The Premicr: The Leader of your pariy
said your word could not be taken.

My. BOYLE: Becanse the leader of this
party said that, does not neeessarily mean
that it was true. I am not interested in
what the leader of this party may have
said; the platform of fhis party is what
I signed allegiance to, not the leader of the
party. He 15 entitled to his opinion, and
so am I to mine.

The Premier: He said your word could
not be taken.

Mr. BOYLE: As the result of inguiries
made by the Federal Royal Commission into
solntions of wheatgrowing difficnlties, that
Commission has laid down in its report—
and it should be supplemented by action
in this State as, for instance, the question
of a compulsory pool

The Premier: Anyhow, we have kinown
vour leader for years and we know what
he satd, but we do not know vou.

Mr. Seward: You will know him,

Mr. BOYLE: The solution as laid down
by the Federal Roval Commission is a per-
fectly feasible one. When that Roval Com-
mission was first appointed, the opinion
given hy Sir Herhert Gepp, their leader,
was very different from the conelusions now

arrived at by the commissioners. Three

things are absolutely necessary.

Nitting su=pended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. BOYLE: Three things are necessary
to rehabilitate the national industry of wheat
growing. It is essential to fix a minimum
price at sidings of not less than 3s. a bushel.
That is the view of these with whom I have
been associated for the past five years. It
is the result of careful consideration and
of communication with organisations in the
LEastern States. In representing the asso-
ciation with which I was connected, it was
my practice to wake one or two visits a year
to the Eastern States, when wheatgrowers’
representatives from all over Australia con-
ferred. The result of our deliberations is
epitomized in the report of the Royal Com-
mission. There is only one point of dis-
agreement and that is an important one,
namely the compulsory writing-down of
farmers’ debts. The Commission recom-
mended that the farmers’ excess dehts should
be held in ¢old storage. That is the prin-
ciple embodied in the Farmers' Relief Act
of New South Wales. The writing-down
of farmers’ debis to their capacity to pay
is essential, according to the Royal Commis-
sion, and they place the value of wheat at
3s. a busghel, of wool ai 6d. per 1b. for
farmers’ lots, and of lamhs at 10s. For us
in Western Australia it is essential also
that the farmers’ tools of trade should be
put into such a condition as will enable
them to earrv on the industry economically.
The estimated cost of doing that in West-
ern Australia is £1,000,000. The Royal
Commission, in their report, said that the
cost  throuhout Australia would be
£10,000,006. That is why I, with others,
strenuonsly object to the Federal Govern-
ment’s finding £1,500,000 for a compound-
ing of farmers’ debts in Western Australia.
That ecan have no direct value whatever.
The mere writing-down of excess debts to
the cxtent of £1,300,000, with £200,000 in
reserve, is merely a means of providing for
the payment of that monev to somebody,
and the probable destination of the money
will be in financial institutions. In my
opinion, that will have no reat effect in im-
proving the position of the farmers. Prae-
tically every State of Ausiralia has evolved
legislation to protect the farmer. In New
Houth Wales there has been operating for
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some time what is known as the Farmers’
Relief Act. From a governmental point of
view—and in saying this I am making no
invidious eomparisons—I consider that the
Government of New South Wales have kept
well abreast of farmers' requirements. For
some time the Aet has been operating with
considerable success. In the Press to-day
I read.that Mr. Main, Minister for Agrni-
culture in New South Wales, is submitting
to Parhament a RBill to provide for a com-
pulsory pool in that State. As one of the
speakers mentioned to-night, Section 92 of
the Commonwealth Constitution is the lion
in the path of marketing legislation. A
High Court decision has upheld the market-
ing legislation on the statute books of some
of the Eastern States. The disinclination
-of the Federal Government—I say this with
regref~—to impiement the promises made
during the last election s responsible to-
day for a concerted movement in wheat-
exporting States to get farmers to adopt
the principle of a ecompulsory pool. In New
South Wales, as T have indicated, a move
is already being made. 1 have a wire from
the secretary of the Wheatgrowers’ Federa-
tion of Australia, who is also a member for
the district of Albert in Sonth Australia,
asking what steps the Government in this
Btate propose to take in the matter of set-
ting up machinery for a eompulsory pool.
The Farmers' Debts Adjustment Aet of this
State falls far short of efficiency. It con-
tains many good sections; in faet the Aect
is commendable with the exception that it
falls down on the most important point,
namely, a eompulsory adjustment of debts.
Section 11, Subsection 7, will not permit
of a composition of farmers’ debis unless
four-fifths of the creditors agree. In West-
ern Australia this praetically places control
in the hands of the first mortgagee. If
members examine the figures given by the
Royal Commission on Farmers’ Disabilities,
which sat in 1931, they will find that the
Agricultural Bank has elose on £14,000,000
involved in the agricultural areas and the
Associated Banks about £11,000,000, mak-
ing a total of £25,000,000 out of the
£32,000,000 involved. Therefore the finan-
cial institutions show no great alacrity in
the matter of writing-down. No effort will
be made by the fipanecial institntions to
bring about a writing-down of debts. They
say their position is secure, and so long
as the properties are kept in working
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order—we were told recenily that these
cyeles run in periods of 20 years—there
will he no relief from that source. Aecord-
ing to the Lient.-Governor’s Speech, the
number of sheep in Western Australia in De-
cember, 1934, was 11,163,000, compared with-
7,700,000 in 1925, showing an enormous in-
crease in the number of sheep carvied. Of
the 11,163,000 sheep in the Stabe, no fewer
than 5,570,000, ov a little over 50 per cent.,
are carried in the agricnltural distriets; that
ig, the districts excluding the Murchizon, the
goldficlds and the North-West. The mem-
ber for lrwin-AMoore (Hon. P, D. Ferguson)
referred to a plebiseite that had been refused
by the Minister for Agrienlture. L know
that in the agricultural districts a strong
Feeling prevails that the small growers, who
together produce slightly over 50 per cent.
of the wool, should have some say in the
marketing of it. That is one of the reasons
why provision should be made for a hallot.
I wish to commend the Government for the
introduction of the Agricultural Bank Act.
The Agricultwral Bank Commission wus the
outeome of a resolution passed at the 1933
conference of the Wheatgrowers’ Union. I
believe that the Commission did a fine job,
and it was no reflection on the former
trustees of the Bank, Messrs, Melarty,
AMorvan and Maley, that the Bank’s affairs
had fallen into such a ehaotic condition. The
trustees were working under an obsolete Act
that was not suitable for existing conditions.
In certain publications I gave a favourable
review of the Act, and T am still of opinion
that the Act makes provision for a writing-
down of the dehts of Agrieultural Bank
clients to the capacity of the farms fo carry.
That iz a ecommon-sense provision in See-
tions 64, 65 and 66. The present Commis-
sioners of the Bank are eharged with a great
responsibility. A point I made plain during
my addresses in the wheat belt was that no
Act could operate with any degree of satis-
faction unless it was sympathetically admin-
istered. To-day we are all waiting for a
declaration of poliey hy the Commisrioners
of the Agricultural Bank. Mr. MeCallum
snid that the Commissioners were enforeing
Sections 531 and 52, Tt is reasonable to ex-
pect that they will withhold anv drastic en-
forcement of those sections. Last vear, as
prestdent of an organisation, T circularised
every member of the Lecislative Council re-
questing that a measure of proteetion and
sympathy he extended to the farmers orow-
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ing what are known as sidelines. Many
tarmers have been able to remain on their
heldings only on aceount of their work in the
preparation and sale of sidelines. 1 have
mentioned that 1 am prepared to assist the
Government to the utmost of my ability to
restore to the farmers of the wheat belt some
degree of comfort and security. In this
State it 1s a pational work; it is not a party
question. Tf to date we are not satisfied with
the progress made, there is no reason why
we should not make a comumencement and
pull together as one to restore the kev in-
duatry of Western Australin to the position
it onee held. To-day the position of the man
on the land is deplorable.  With the gen-
eral improvement in conditions in Western
Aunstralia, the improvement on the goldfields
where 11,000 men are in full work, the im-
provement in the timber industry and the
building trade, we are left with a plain duty
to perform, namely to use our hest en-
deavours to restore the key industry of the
State to the position it once oceupied.

MR. MOLONEY (Subiaco) [7.453]: I did
not desire to speak at this stage. No doubt
there are some wmembers, better versed in
the matters we ave dealing with than I am,
wha will take advantage of the opportunity
offering and constitute themseclves judge and
Jury by leaving their orations unti! the last.
Nevertheless I feel it incumbent upon me,
as the Whip desires that someone should fil
the gap, to address mysell to the motion he-
fore the Chair. I was impressed by the
remarks of the Leader of the Country Party,
made in the course of a well-delivered speech.
Althongh many of his utterances were
greatly exaggerated and were full of carp-
ing eriticism of the Governmment, there re-
mains the faet that he was doing those
things which postulate a pre-clection speech.
Xo doubt from the point of view of the
Couniry Party he did his job well. He took
the Giovernment to task beecause of the in-
come they had rveeeived by wav of revenue,
for the reduction in the annual deficit, and
for the faet that thev have heen getting
more loan money than the previous Mitchell
Grovernment received. I throw my mind
back to the time when the present occupants
of the Treasury bench went hefore the
prople. We were told by the Opposition,
then holding the reins of office, that if a
Collier Government were vefuwrned all con-
fidence would cease, and that bad and all as
things were, they would he infinitely worse

under the rule of a Labour Giovernmnent.
One of the panaceas for our ills at that
time offered by the Leader of the Couniry
Partvy was a redaetion in the basic wage
of 1is. 1d. per week, so that it might con-
form to the Commonwealth standard.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: That has whiskers
on it

Mr. MOLONEY: It will bear repeating
as it is such a significant statement. It
meant reducing the amount cach person in
the community would receive, and that in
turn meant loss of purehasing power com-
pared with what it wounld otherwise have
been.

Mr. Thorn: You know he did not say
anvthing of the sort.

Mr. MOLONEY ;: We were told there was
no possibility of effecting any improvement.
They tol us they would do what they had
done in the past, namely, nothing. Absoluie
stagpation prevailed at the time. It is re-
markable that one of the high priests of the
Country Party, who made his first speecn
in the House to-night, publicly proclaimed
that the only Government which ever did
anything for the primary producer was the
Labour Government.

Mr. Sleeman: He has forgotten about
that.

Mr. MOLOXNEY: We are told the Gov-
crnment should anticipate the wishes of the
Country Party. The Leader of that party
suggests that the Government should give
the farmers wire netting for nothing, that
they should not send men into the country,
to poison dogs or foxes or even emus, but
should leave that all to the man on the
land. I obtained first hand knowledge of
what 15 being done by men on their hold-
ings when I aecompanied the Minister for
Lands to the group settlements. IFf the
destruction of vermin were left to the men
on the holdings thai I saw there, then emus
would certainly never be deeimated.

Alr. Thorn: There are no emus down there.

Mr. MOLONEY: We are told that the
hasis of Government is sound finance. that
a policy of reform should he instituted, and
the Government should stahilise the finances,
that they should make eredit available, and
should at all times balance their budget.
We have been told these things so often we
accept them as trmisms. The very people
who are now ecastigating the Government
for ineptitude and extravagance, and for
getting too much money, are the people who
could least afford to do any ecastigating.
They found they were impotent fto secure
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money or Jind work ftor the people, even
though they proclaimed as their slogan dur-
ing the eleetion #work for all.” The things
they promised weré only figments of the
imagination. Although these things occurred
some time ago it is just as well we should
remember theim, We were told that defieits
would gradually increase, and that o Labour
Government would be unable to get any
mouey. Duwring the past three years the
eredit of the country has heen restored.
The Loan Counci! has given the Gov-
ernment  the money they desive  with
which to carry out their policy. Deficits
have been reduced from £1,421,000 in 1931
to £167,000. In 1931-32 the Mitchell Gov-
ernment went behind—perhaps I coutd sav
the Ferguson (overnmeni—to the tune of
£1558,000. In 1932-33 the deficit was
£854,000. The total was truly appalling.
After the Labour Government have been
in power for two years, not only have they
been able to secure moeney for much-needed
works, but they have been able to reduce
the deficit to £167,000, although the esti-
mated deficit was £474,000. That was a
remarkable achievement, and vet not one
word of praise is fortheoming from the
Opposition.  We shall be told probably by
the Leader of the Nationalist Party, if
he is true to form, that we are heading for
disaster, which is exactly what he told us
last year. The ship is going on the rocks,
and the only way to save it will be fo re-
Lurn the Nationalist Party to power at the
next election.

AMr. Sampson: You are prognosticating
correctly.

Mr., MOLONEY: In the circumstances
the improvement that has been effected has
been remarkable. When the Labour Govern-
ment took office the position was indeed bad.
It could not be rectified immediatelv, but it
has been rectified as T have shown. In the
first year of office the Government put much
needed work info operation. They did ail
hey could in the way of rehabilitating in-

dusfry.  They built railways and provided
many public utilities.  Theyv instituted
works in every direction. In the frst

year the deficit was £784,000, hut last vear
it had dropped to £167,000. Tt is not pos-
sible to contradict that statement. We are
told that the Government are getting more
money than the Mitchell Government re-
veceived. What doees it matter how much
money thex get so long as they do some-
thine with it? We are told they are doins

too mueh work in the metropolitan area.
I hope the member for Nedlands {(Fon, N.
Keenan) does not endorse that statement.
If he does, it will sound the death knell
of his hopes at the fortheoming election.
The statement shows the mentality of the
Country Party, in view of the amount of
work that has been done in the country.
The member for Murray-Wellington (Mr.
MeLarty) thanked the Government for
what has been done in hiz electorate. [
aould mention the Canning dam, the har-
bour improvements at Isperance, Bunbury
and the North-West and many other works
which have been carried out in those cen-
tres, or are in contemplation. I counld
refer to the water supplies throughout the
country and to the fact that there are
men at work everywhere. No less than
2,000 men have been sent out under Gov-
ernment guidance to look for gold. The
Government  ardvaneed £300,000 to the
Wiluna mine, nud mining generally has
been bolstered up. Yet we are told the
Government are catering only for the met-
ropolitan area. In view of all this, it is
idle for the Country Party to endeavour
to eastigate the Government. One ean only
assume that the statement is made that
nothing has been done in the country,
that everything has been done in the met-
ropolitan area, to secure political advan-
tage. I hardly think the people will swal-
low that. T only hope that on the hust-
ings those sintements will be repeated.
Let them be made to the people. Let them

"be told that there was an improvement

during the Mitchell regime, and that only
then did things begin to improve. Let
them say that an improvement was notice-
able before the Mitchell Government went
out of the field, and that if they had only
been left in office everything would have
heen all right. It is only too apparent
what the position would really have been.
One of the greatest aids to industry, elec-
iric power, is heing fostered by the Gov-
ernment. I refer to the belated addition
to the East Perth power station. I ecom-
pliment the Government upon spending
half a million of monevy at this station.
This will enable the power house to cope
with industrial development, and will
afford that most important suburh, Subi-
aco, an opportunity of getting the benefit
of the electricity supply. At present we
are being exploited under the contraet
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with the Government by the Perth City
Council. I asked the Premier if it was
possible to abrogate that contract, but it
appears that the sanctity of contraets is
such, it is impossible to get out of it. If
we are to compete with other countries,
we must have the most modern means
available for production. Eleetricity is
one of the most potent forces for expedit-
- ing the production of those things that
are required for human comfort. Tven
in Japan the people are most up-lo-date
in their electrical equipment. Other coun-
{ries are using electricity in every indus-
trial activity. 1f we are to keep pace with
them we must also step forward. I con-
gratulate the Government upon their en-
terprise. The general manager for the
eleetricity supply, Mr. Taylor, has been in
Fngland for several months, but will
shorfly retorn. T understand that the
plans will now he gone on with, and that
the additions will then be carried ount
and the work completed.

AMr. Sampson: Tt is time they did move.

My, MOLONEY : It has remained for the
Labour Government fo do this.

Mr. Sampson: It does remain.
they would do it.

Mr. MOLOXEY: That, again, is an in-
stance to which the term “procrastination”
has been applied by the Deputy Leader of
the Country Party, as well as to the Roval
Conimission on the bulk handling of wheat.
The irony of it lies in the fact that the pre-
ceding Government had ample opportunities
for doning those things, had thev so desired.

Mr. Patrick: Theyv started 50 silos, yvou
know. )

Mr. MOLOXEY: Thev had an oppor-
“tunity with the Bill before the House, which
Bill was voted out. When they had an op-
- portunity, they did not avail themselves of
it. The present Government have done
something towards attaining a broad bhasis,
towards ascertaining from the scientific point
of view whether the scheme is practicable
or not. Then, when the Royal Commission
furnish a report favouring the project under
certain conditions, we are still told that the
present Government showed themselves lack-
ing in their duty. Tt is hard to know what
to do, hard to know how to please the pri-
mary producers in particular. For my part,
1 shall not make the attempt, for the simple
reason that I realise that no mafter what
one does, one does not give satisfaction. The

I wish

Labouy Party, in fact, is the only party that
ever did anything for the agriculturists,
That was the statement made hy the ‘spear-
head” of the attack on the Government to-
night—a most eloquent attack, let me say.
If it was hased on sincerity of purpose, if
the Labour Party is s¢ suceessful in repre-
senting the farmers, why is not the hom.
member [ allude to over here, by the side of
the men who o things for the farmers? Un-
employment was mentioned by the Deputy
Leader of the Country Party. He plumed
himself and the late Government, in which
he held o portfelio, npon the fact that that
Administration had done equally well with
the present Government, if net better, in
dealing with unemployment. The hon, mem-
her said that the figures were the same for
hoth Governnents; but he did not say that
over 4,700 persons had been taken off relief
entirely during the term of the present
Government. Neither did he mention that
whilst to-day there are only 750 men on sus-
tenance, there was a considerably larger
number while his party were in power. As
regards Subiaco, I will give the actual fig-
ures.

The Premier: Aud I will give the figures.

My, MOLONEY : When the Mitchell Gov-
critment left office there were altogether
4,977 men on sustenance, unable to get a day’s
work of any description. At Subiaco there
were 480, To-day there are none at Subinco,
In the time of the previons Gevernment there
were 8,668 men on relief work, making a
total of 13,645 men dependent on the State.
The Deputy Leader of the Country Party
was suhstantially eorreet in the figares he
eave, hut he did not tell us the truth. He
did not tell us that during his party's term
of office half of the men in guestion could
not get a joh at all, hut were on sustenance
at 7s. per week per unit. The position to-
day is that therc are 4,346 fewer men de-
pending on Government relief work or Gov-
ernment sustenance than there were two
vears ago. The number on su-tenance has
heen reduced from 4,977 to 750. TIn other
words, some 4,000 men who during the term
of the previous Government were, practieally
speaking, unable to get one day’s work, are
to-day on relief work, and on the average
their wage has been raised from £2 16s. per
unit, distributed over the whole number men-
tioned, to #3 1s. Those figures, in my
opinion, refute the allezations of the De-
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puty Leader of the Country Party in that
regard.

The Premier: T wonder where he got his
information from!

Mr, MOLONEY: That he mav reveal to
us later.

The Premier: I shall have something to
say ahout that.

Mr. MOLONEY :
times——

The Premier: I have never got down to
taking fignres and information from Gov-
ernment officials.

Mr. MOLONEY : T realise that a person
representing a constitueney is supposed as
a rule to confine himself to the parochial
affairs embraced in that constituemey. I
have endeavoured to take a broad view. I
consider that, generally speaking, it is in-
cumbent upon members of Parliament not
merely to survey what is within the horizon
bounded by the suburban gardens. As an
earnest of my desire in that respeet, I have,
during the short period of my membership,
endeavonred to familiarise myself with the
country ranging from Esperavce to the gold-
fields, and even to the group settlements, and
all around. Tn thus familiarising myself T
consider I have broadened my views in
many directions. Members of the Country
Party, possibly being over-zealous in their
desire to preach the doectrine of equality
insofar as it affeets the primary producers.
appreciate the faet that many anomalies and
many disabilifies exist. True it is that often
the latest convert proves the greatest zealot.
However, there are assuredly many things
on which T am in aceord with the Conntry
Party, or with the Opposition. Even thongh
prepared to give credif to the Government
for those things which they have done, [
bear in mind that there remain many things
which are hound to become part and pareel
of this party’s programme. After all said
and done, any Government must work aec-
cording to a plan, and any Administration
returned under our present Constitution is
returned upon the basis of a three-vears
membership, In accordance with that faet
the Government’s programme is laid down.
If one is to gef anvwhere, one’s programme
must be in conformity with what is contained
in the party's schedule. I hope that the
programme whieh s being pursued by the
present Government will even remove some
of the anomalies existing to-day as regards
the unemploved position. We must, how-

I realise that at all

ever, realise the work which is being done by
the Government. There is the re-lining of
water pipes, representing an expenditure ol
£85,000 in the metropolitan area, where 90
per cent, of all the pipes have now been re-
lined. There is aiso the Buckland Hill ..
servoir, and the IKing’s Park reservoir.
Sewerage work is going on. Of every one
of those works the bright feature, to my
mind, is that it will return interest, proving
a reproductive work in that sense. Not for
many years has the distviet T represent re-
ceived the consideration which is heing ex-
tended to it by the present Government. At-
tention has been given to the storm waters,
which lave been allowed for years to run un-
checked. Only the other day an amount of
£3,000 was allocated to storm-water drain-
age, a matter that has been elamouring for
attention for vears past. School grounds in
the Subjaco district will in fature be drained
by that means. Sewerage is being con-
nected, giving essentinl faeilities to people
who have Tacked them for many years. How-
ever, there are vet things remaining to be
done in the distriet, and it will not be my
fault if they are not done. I appeal to the
Government to proceed on the lines indicated
in the Governor’s Speech of last session. T
have since hombarded them with representa-
tions as to the desire of Daglish residents for
a bridge which will obviate the danger of
serions accidents and give the people access
to the suburb on the opposite side of the
railway. Again, the repair of the Axon-
street bridge is most essential. [f the
Government do those things. they will De
able to plume themselves. TIn view of the
rehabilitafion of schools which were almost
falling down, and in view of the many other
works they have carried ont, the Glovernment
ean console themselves insofar as my district
is concerned, and can say that thex have
done many things which have not been at-
tended te for many vears in that pariienlar
electorate. T conclnde by expressing my
convietion that the party opposite, even
though they castigate the Governmeni, will,
if they search their hearts, admit that the
present Administration has stood up to the
position under arduous conditions which
members on the other side of the Chamber
were not able to eope with, and has stood up
to those conditions even when they became
accentuated. (n the day the present Mnisters
took office they hegan to place men in
reproduetive work instead of putting them
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on to clean footpaths, ov to scrape mildew
off old buildings. Instead of repainting
and rehabilitating, men were put to work on
sewerage and on reconditioning of railways,
Ministers have done all those things on a
well-ordered plan, and so I say, “Give credit
where eredit is due.”

ME. THORN (Toodyay) ([8.11]: With
other metbers on this side of the Chamber,
I desive fo express pleasure at seeing the
Premier restured to zood health, Undoubt-
edly we missed the hon. gentleman greatly
during the latter part of last session. | de-
sirg to intorm him that during his absence
his CGlovermment on various oecasions went
very much astray. At one period I found it
necessary to read to Ministers a speech of
the remier, just by way of pulling them
back on to the vight track. The memher for
Gascoyne (Hon. F. J. S. Wise) tried to
make out that the Premier’s speeches were
copyright, but Mr. Speaker ruled otherwise.

The Minister for Justice: You took foo
long about it.

The [remier:
speech ?

Mr. THORXN: 1§ was a very good speech.
In my opinion it was a speeeh displaying a
corrcef attitnde on the subjeet under discus-
sion at that time. 1 wish also to congratu-
late the member for Avon (Mr. Boyxle) on
his very able speceh, and to state that I was
never in any doubt about him, hecause five
vears ago, when we coutested the Tood¥ay
seat, I found him a most worthy opponent.
At that time 1 felt quite convineed that he
would find his way into this Chamber. I de-
~ire, further, to offer congratulations fo the
newly-clected member for South Fremantle,
Mr. Fox. T was connected with the Fre-
mantle wharf for many years, and though T
never had the pleasure of meeting the hon,
member there, | heard many discussions eon-
cerning hin.. T believe that in industrial
iroubles at  Fremantle the hon. member
always proved himself a wise counsellor.
We had an exhibition here to-night, in the
speech of the memhber for Subiace (Mr.
Molonex), which showed that wize counsel is
highly necessary on those benches. T also
tender my congratulations to the newly ap-
pointed Minister for Agriculture. I will go
no further than to say T am sure that in him
we have a fully eruipped agrienlturist who
will conduct his department with ahility.
As a member of the Country Party, T was

Was it a fairly good

very pleased when vur Leader, who is the
Leadler of the OQpposition, was honoured by
the Western Australian branch of the Em-
pire  Puarliamentary  Aszociation with the
appuintment to represent us in London dar-
ing the King's Jubilee celebrations. Mr.
Latham is keenly interested in the welfare of
the men on the Jand, and one of their great-
est problems to-day is that of marketing. [
know it is his intention to make all the in-
quiries  po=sible regarding (hat position
while in London, and 1 believe that his trip
will prove of great value to Western Aus-
tralia in  considering that phase in rhe
future. The Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion very ably represented him tn this Cham-
her Iazt night in continning the Address-in-
reply  debate, Sowe members regard the
Deputy-Leader’s speech as brief, hat I think
lte covered the ground very well indeed, and
dealt with practically every subject concern-
ing the welfare of the State. He certainly
did not leave very mneh for other members
of the I'arty to say.

The Minister for Lands:
rabbit problem.

Mr. THORXN:

He solved the

The Minister for Lands

langhs again  the moment vabbits are
mentioned, Last night the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition secemed to tickle the

Minister's faney every time he mentioned
the pest. The Minister surely realises that
rabbits represent one of ouwr most serious
problems to-dny. The task of eradicating
tlie pest must be tackled with carnestness,
otherwise the farmers will be eaten out of
house and home. It is our duty to keep von
people warned of the position.

The Premier: Whom do you eall “vou
people”?

AMr. THORX: I am addressing the publie
of Western Australia.

The Premier: Who are “vou people™?

Mr. THORN: I stand corrected: I refer
to the people of the metropolitan area. We
must continue to impress upon the city
dweller the value of the primary production
of the State. Evervone who receives wages
or salary ohtains it initially from primary
production. In thoze circumstances, when
we sec rabbits proving a menace to the
wealth of the State, it is neeessary for us
to impress upon all concerned that it is high
time we tackled the problem in earnest. A
former Premier, Sir James Mitchell, said
on many oceasions that money merely re-
presented exchange, and that the real
wealth of a conntry was what it produced.
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The Premicr: Was that the first time that
statement was cver made?

Mr. THORXN: 1 said the statement was
made on several oecasions, but the trouble
is that the Premicr does not yet seem to
have taken it seriously.

The Premier: I do not take you serionsly.

Mr. THORN: You will have to; I will
see to that.

Mr., SPEAKER: QOvder!
ber will address the Chair.

Mr. THORXN: The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition mentioned the need for orderly
marketing, and that always scems to amuse
the Government.

The Minister for Justice: No fear.

The Premier: What do vou mean by
“orderly marketing”?

Mr. THORN: We cannot overlook the
fact thal every country is busily engaged in
organising, They ave getting down to the
organised marketing of primary produets.

The Minisler for Agrieulture: A year or
two ago you would have preseribed that as
“socialism.”

Mr. THORN: Owing fo ceonomic con-
ditions overseas and severe competition from
outside markets, we are forced to control
our industries from the iuception so as to
assure that our goods are properly produced,
correctly graded and packed, and sent over-

The hon. mem-

seas in a condition that will enable buvers.

te purchase with confidence.

The Premier: Just one moment! What do
you mean by “organised marketing”? Give
us your interpretation.

Mr. THORN: I will give my interpre-
tation to the Premier.

The Premicer: T bet vou will not.

My, THORN: It is the organised control
of the goods that we ave producing.

The Premier: That is not it at all.

Mr. THORYN : Until we do that, we can-
not make the progress that we desire.

The Premier: But what do vou mean by
“organised” ?

Mr. THORX: T will explain that to the
Premier.

The Premier: Come on then!

Mr. THORX: As a watter of fact, T
have explained it and the Premier should
know what it means.

The Premier: I know what you mean, hut
tell us what you wean by “organised.”

Mr. THORN : Nevertheless, here we have
markets adjacent to Western Australia. I
was surprised the other day when examin-
ing the record of Calcutta imports, to note
the number of primary products that could

have heen supplied by Western Australia,
Those goods were imporied from Ameriea,
the Avgenfine and many other countries.
To-day Japan is competing all over the
world, and has a large share of the trade
in Western Australia.  That is simply be-
cause she has her own shipping facilities
and, by heing able to maintain continnity
of shipments, is able to conquer market
after market. This is too big a problem for
the State Government: it is a proposition
for the Commonwealth Government to
handle. We have mavkets at our back doors,
but we eannot supply the goods required,
hecause we have not the necessary shipping
facilities.

The Minister for Justice: Who eontrols
the ships? Who sold the Commonwealth
ships?

The Premier: At any rate, perhaps you
will tell us what yon mean by “organised
marketing.”

Me. THORN: I cannot dwell upon organ-
ised marketing all night; we must adjonrn
some time.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
ber must address the Chair.

Mr. THORN: I have explained the mat-
ter to the Premier, and I cannot keasp on
repeating myself. Reecently the Primary
Producers’ Association sent representatives
to the East Indies, visits being paid to
Penang, Singapore and other ports, with a
view to investigating the possibility of open-
ing up markets for Western Australian pro-
duets. The instructions given were to go
into the matter fully and for containers
that were used by the different countries
to he brought back for inspection. It is
useless expeeting to capture new markets
unless we are prepared to put goods up
under conditions desired by the people con-
cerned.

The Minister for Lands: That is
organised marketing.

Alr. THORN: We have made a start in
that direction, and are now packing vege-
tables and fruit in containers as desired by
the consumers overseas. We are receiving
repeat orders, and the business is progress-
ing, but the difficulty is that the shipping
service is inadequate to enable us to main-
tain continuous supplies. There is another
feature that is also serious. I refer fo the
active policy sponsored by the Minister for
Agriculture in Great Britain. He has set
out to make Britain as self-contained as
possible, and he is assisting the producers

The hon. mem-

not
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in the Old Country to a very large extent.
That represents one more reazon why we
~hould adopt proper marketing methods in
Western Australia—in other words organ-
ised marketing.

The Premier: Why do you not tell us
something and say what vyou mean by
“organised marketing”?

Mr. THORN: I will give the House an
Hllustration to indicate what the future holds
for u-. Take the pesition regarding poultry
and egg production. Although the 0©ld
Country has imported most of their utility
birds from Australia, English experts there
have been successful in producing a hen
that now lays 365 eggs per year.

Mr, F. C. L. Smith: Was organised mar-
keting responsible for that?

Mr, THORXN: What hope have we of cop-
ing with that situation when a fowl on the
farm lays 14 eggs and then goes broody?

My, Siubbs: That iz not organi=ation!

AMr. THORN: To deal now with the prob-
lem of mixed farming: We have been told
by authority after authority that there is
no hope for the man who tries to live on
the growing of wheat alone. In consequence
of that, the advice has been tendered to go
in for mixed farming.

Mr. Wansbrough: The Good Book says
that “man cannot live by hread alone.”

Mr. THORN: That is so; I know. The
difficuliy to-duy is that many of the men
on the land cannot go in for mixed farm-
ing until adequate water supplies are pro-
vided throughout the country areas. I had
hoped that the present Government, in view
of the money that has heen at their dis-
posal For expenditure on new works, would
have provided some efficient water supplies
in country areas. The position beecomes im-
possible when we know that farmers right
up to a month ago have had to cart water.
Theve have been instances of farmers cart-
ing water with horse teams, and when the
team- arrived home, they drank half the
wafer they had brought in on the wagon.

My, Withers: Tt was their water.

My, Wansbrough: And they were on the
water-wagon.

Mr. THORX: The member for Subiaco
(Mr. Moloney) spoke eloquently this even-
ing and used many long words that would
be jolly hard to find in the dictionary, He
told us what the Geovernment have been
doing—for Subiaco! When references are
made to unemployment, we hear falk about
the equality of saerifice. I am prepared to

say there has been no equality of sacrifice
throughout the period of the depression.
There are more new motor cars to be seen
on the road in the city than ever before.
They purpovt to be real signs of prosper-
itv, and yet there are people in the back
azeas who would come to town if thev had
money to enable them to do so. Not hav-
ing the funds, they are forced to remain
on their holdings and endeavour to earry on.

Mr. Hegney: How would you propose fo
bring about a redistribution ol wealth?

Mr. THORX: Now I should like to refer
to a matter already alluded to this ses-
sion, namely the attitude of the Govern-
ment towards the miners’ strike on the
goldfields, - In that the Government abso-
lutely flouted the Arbitration Court, an
institution which they themselves built up.
Because of that powerful union on the
goldfields, the Government went up there
and assisted the strikers to break the
award and foreibly take what they had
asked for. I know that you, Mr. Speaker,
are a thorough believer in the Arbitration
Court, and I notice that wyou have been
doing really gaod work there lately. An
important fastor nccessary to the reducing
of the cost of production is the extension
of our electric power system. Throughout
the snburban areas our producers are
badly in need of electric current.

The Premier: Does that include the
Swan distriet?

Mr. THORN: In this regard I should
like to thank the Mimister for Railways
for the extension he has made in my dis-
trict lately. Tt will be invaluable to all
those settlers.

The Premier: But that is spending loan
moneys in the metropolitan area,

Mr. THORXN: That money was spent in
a produeing ‘area, and I thank the Minis-
ter for it. It i3 a very urgent matter and
[ hope the Government, now that they are
installing new plant at the power sfation,
will find themselves in a position to make
further neceszarv extensions.

The Premier: But vour Leader savs we
are spending too much in that regard.

Mr. THORN: We find ourselves short of
power, a disability that has brought about
the necessity for the installation of the
new plant. Yet a feature that seems to
me altogether unfair ig that the City Coun-
¢il can go on making their extensions, and
now we find that the Fremantle Municipal
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Couneil are making an extension right
through to Rockingham. It is unfortunate
that those two councils can provide those
facilities for the people in their respective
arens, yet the Government have been un-
able to do the same. I know what the
reasons have been, and I am hopeful that,
now that the new plant is to be installed,
those extensions will be carried out.

Mr. Lambert: Will you support a move-
ment to review the agreement with the
City Couneil?

Mr. THORN: I will discuss that with
you later. Several speakers have referved
to certain members of Parliament who
have gone to the Agricultural Bank to
make representations on behalf of their
electors. I am genuninely sorry the new
Bank Commission have seen fit to announce
that members of Parliament will not be
interviewed. The only business I ever had
with the Agricnitural Bank was as a liaison
officer. Tf ever I went to the Bank I went
there to help the Bank just as much as
my client. People in the country ecannot
get prompt answers to their correspon-
denee with the Bank, they have not the
money to come to town in order to get a
personal interview, and all that we may
have done for them has been dome with a
view to saving them that expense. I main-
tain that we were carrying out a good
work, and I eannot see how the Premier
can say that political influence was used.

The Premier: Oh!

Mr, THORN: How could I, as a puvate
member of Parliament, go and unse politi-
cal influence at the Bank? I have not the
necessary power, and if I dared to attempt
it I would soon get a rap over the knuckles
from the Minister controlling the Bank.
He would not permit members of Parlia-
ment to go there and use political influ-
ence by dictating to the officials.

The Minister for Lands: I will bring yon
a file to show that it has been done.

The Premier: Many files, dozens of files.

Mr. THORN: We will be pleased to ser
them, but I am sure you will not be able
to prove by them the exercise of political
influence. Anything I ever did in going
to the Agrieunltural Bank was of a
helpful nature to both parties con-
cerned. What do we find to-day?
We find that the echairman of the
Bank Commission, an ex-member of this
House, goes {o the Bank and buailds a stone
wall around himself. He dees not want to

see anybody, but only to make his job as
easy as he can. What has he done up to
date? Nothing at all, he has no policy. And
we find that the very fine officers who have
conducted the work of the Bank in the past
are being displaced by new officers who, I
am sure, can do no better work,

The Premier: You yourself cannot hear
comparison with the man there to-day.

Mr. THORN: T will back myself against
any of them. I have every confidence in

myself. -

The Premier: Yes, the confidence of a
nonentity.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The honour-

able member will address the Chair.

Mr. THORN: T am still hopefu! that the
chairman of the Commission will alter his
poliey. If he does not, it will be altered for
him at a later date; there is no doubt xhout
that.

Member: That is contemptible.

The Premier: That is worthy of you;
are looking for votes.

Mr. THORN: I know that when we on
this side of the House speak out, it is re-
garded as contemptible. We have sat here
and been flogged by the Guvernment side of
the House; plenty of contemptible remarks
have come from that side of the House al-
ready this session. I have said nothing that
1s contemptible; I have only given facts to
the House.

The Premier: And you are complairing
because your political influence c¢an no
longer be exercised on the Bank. It is most
contemptible.

Mr. THORN: As the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition said last night, the Govern-
ment saw fit to fake a plebiscite of the
miners in order to get their opinion as to
whether they would work 40-48 hours alter-
nate weeks, or whether they wonld work only
{a 44-hour weak. The Premier said that ballot
cost the State £389. Yel when the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition asked that a plehi-
scite of the woolgrowers be taken, the reply
wag that it could not be done. As to what
the Minister for Agriculture said, he is quite
entitled to that opinicn, but it generally
takes 66 1-3 per cent. of the woolgrowers to
earry such a plebiscite.

The Minister for Agrivulture:
fake it?

Mr. THORN: Why do not you treat all
alike; why make fish of one and flesh of
another?

you

Why not
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The Minister for Agriculture: What will
you do if you do take it? What you want
is for the Government to hallmark it.

Mr. THORN: No, we merely want an ex-
pression of opinion. I should like to refer
to our export apple cases, because 1 have
Jjust had an interview with a man recently re-
turned from London, whe told me fo beg of
the Government not to change the eolour
of our export apple cases, not to take on the
white softwood case. He said the West
Anustralian fruit that arrived in London was
for tbe most part in excellent order, and
that it was known by its redwood case. He
urged that we shounld not allow the Eastern
States apple growers to persnade us to
change the colour of our case, because that
case had come into sevious compefition with
the Eastern States exporters on the London
market, and they would very much like to
get rid of it, probahly for their own berefif.
-Now I have only one more matter to deal
with. It is the attitude of the Minister ad-
ministering sewerage and drainage, when he
met the deputation from the Perth City
Council. All that the deputation asked for
was the approximate cost of the new instal-
lation of the sewerage system. They were
well enfitled to ask for thaf, because they
were represeniing the ratepayers and they
had every right to get an estimate of whai
the ratepayers are to be saddled with.

AMr, Lambert: And we have as much right
to ask them what rates they propese to
strike next year.

Mr. THORXN: I'robably they wouid give
the information. They only wanted to learn
the eost -0 that they might know what the
ratepavers would have to pay. I am still
hopeful that those figures will be supplied to
them. In my opinion the present Govern-
ment looked very well indeed when they
were sitting on this side of the House, and
I hope and expect to see them here again in
the neay future. T have no more to say ex-
cept to urge the Government to take notice
of some of the matters we have placed be-
fore them and give them their earnest c¢on-
sideration.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) {843]: In
common with other speakers, I desire to con-
gratulate the new lMinister for Agriculture
on his appointment, and also the two new
members on their election. Although the
Press have seen fit to say that the Address-
in-reply debate should be cut short—pos-

sibly very sound advice—vet it provides a
splendid opportunity for private members
to express their views. The chief advantage
of the debate is that it brings out a variety
of outlook early in the session for the
information of the Government. I make ne
apology for the fact that there are many
subjects which I view differently from many
other memberz of the House. So long as I
am a member of the Nationalist Party T am

entitled to that, because this party
has hitherto been open to all shades
of  opinion, the only qualification

being one’s responsibility to his electors,
That is valuable in the House heeause, al-
though it is neecessury that we should have
strong parties, there are times when per-
haps the right to diverge from the beaten
path and follow new lines of thought is
essential, and [ for one would weleome
it if all parties encouraged divergence
of views and the introdoction of new
lines of thought. There is not doubt that
the longer we live through the present de-
pression, the more we realise that the world
is not getting ont of its troubles. It is a
sort of paradox that the hetier we are doing,

the more glawing the story fold in
the Lieut.-Ctovernor's Speech abour the
reduced  deticit  and  the veduction of
unemployment, the nearer we are to
bankruptey. That, of cowrse, is not
according to the Government’s point of

view, but aceording to those people who give
us advice.

Me. F. C. L. Smith: Who are they?

Mr. NORTH: 1 will quote one. Sir Her-
bert Gepp recently spoke to some of the
farmers in an Dhuportant town in New South
Wales. He said—

Tndefinite  continwance of the steps by
which Australia is at present maintaining a
semi-equilibrivtm will mean in the end a col-
lapse of our social and financial system.

Mr, Patrick: What did he mean by that?

Mr, NXORTH: He went on to say—

Farmers and indostrial workers face each
other aeross a great chasm. FEack ecan pro-
daee far more than enough to supply the
present normal needs, Increased purchasing
power for the masses seems the only way out.
That has been said for vears. We know
that the Labour Partv have said that in-
creased purchasing power for the masses i3
necessary. The leader of my party, the
member for Nedlands, also expreszed the
same idea in an important speech delivered
to the party conference, namely that in-
creased purchasing power was the way out.
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The question is, how? The masses have
become disgusted that no acceptable solu-
tion has been found. When the Government
tell us, as they do with truth, that they have
reduced the deficit and vednced the number
of unemployed, by which means they are
to an extent increasing the purchasing
power of the people, they come under the

tirnde of Mr. Gepp, the economists
and others of that kind, who say
that the course we are pursuing is
leading to  national  bankruptey. To

use the words employed by Mr. Gepp, the
course we are pursuing is leading to a col-
lapse of our social and financial svstem, The
public are getting sick of lLearving that. It
has been told them so long. 1t seemis to me
that the time has now arrived when the
Premnier and those associated with him
might take up this point at the Loan Coun-
cil. To those who follow statistics relating
to the deficit and to loan expenditure, it is
self-evident that the end is in sight.,  When
my leader suggests, as he has done, an Em-
pire works programme as u via media to
carry on pending a solution of the problem
by experts, the idea should either be exposed
as a hopeless fallaecy or some other wethod
should be proposed. Sir Herhert Gepp was
chairman of the Wheat Comnnission and has
held various highly-paid positions under the
Federal Government, and when he tells us
that social and financial eollapse is imminent
and that we must inerease the purchasing

power of the masses, we are entitled to ask .

bim how that should be done. If he refers
us to the Commonwealth Bank Beard or to
some other officials, we are entitled to ask
for an answer in that quarter. From
the fights that confront me in my
election it appears that I have launched
a fairly good attack.  Already, some
months before the ecleetion is due, an
opponent has booked up the station hoard-
mgs for posters. The rumours and stories
being ecirculated about me on this oceasion
are snappier than ever they have been. Let
me repeat one. I happen to have a high
fence enclosing my property because it is
near the sea and the winds blow sirongly. 1
am told thaf I practice the nude eult, and
that the high fence is to prevent people from
looking in. Hence it is quite possible to be
making a strong attack in a particular avena
without being suceessful in trimming up the
Government in Parliament. In view of Sir
Herbert Gepp's statement, 1 =av the time

has come when any responsible Government
in Australia should demand of the authori-
ties whe control our financial system, con-
sideration of his remarks. I bave a series
of recommendations passed by the London
Chamber of Commerce in May. The Londen
Chamber of Commerce is an influential body
that cannot he overlooked. I believe that
some 6,000 or 7,000 firms ave associated
with it. ‘

The Minister for Lands: Why not leave
that to your leader?

Mr. NORTH: My leader not only lLas a
splution; he trims up the Government as
well.  On this oceasion, however, the sting
is in the tail. The London Chamber of Com-
meree is a hody that cannot be ignored. [
did not ~ec these partieular recommenda-
tions puoblished in the Press. [ may have
inissed them; certainly they should have
heen published. The London Chamber of
Commeree put these alternatives hefore eiv-
ilised western nafions as a means of getting
out of the present troubles—

(1) A complete new system of
nationat finance.

Of that there is little hope, so that may be
dismissed.

inter-

{2) To sustain life on rice or a similar
cheap diet and destroy wealth.
According to some people the way to make
progress these days is to destroy things.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: IIow will the
wheatgrowers get on if people take to living
on rice?

Mr. NORTH : No 3 recommendation is the
sume as that made by Sir Herbert Gepp—

(3} The only third way is to cnable the
people to consume the surplus gouds by in-
creasing purchasing power.
That brings us back to the same point. The
method of the present Government, and of
the previous Crovernment, has been to in-
cur loans, to get all the loan money we
coutd. That, of course, has the effect of
building up the interest bill. 1 was looking
through the Commonwealth returns the other
day and was struck by the substantial redue-
tion in the interest bill, due to overseas con-
verstons and to the compulsory reduction of
inferest rates in  Australia, The figures
showed that the interest bill had dropped in
a few years from £58,000,000 to £50,000,000.
Tho only disturbing factor was that, while
we reduoced the interest from £58,000,000 a
vear to roughly £1,000,000 a week, the taxa-
tion of the peeple of Australia, including



[T Averst, 19335.) N1

of course, this Siate, rose from about
£50,600,000 to £92,000,000. Noiwithstand-
ing the efforts of the Commonwealth Gov-
crnment to reduce the interest charges,
under the pre=ent system, taxation must in-
evitably increase,

The Premier: Those recommendations are
not very clear. In a way they are very
general.

Mr. NORTH: That is the trouble; they
are too general,

The Premier: Will you just tell us what
has got to be doene?

Mr. NORTH: I could tell the I'remier
what ought to be doune by the Government
but it wonld not be my province. If the
Premier had been sitting in Opposition for
nine years, he would find it very hard to
make recommendations.

The Premier: Go on,

Mr. NORTH: I recommend that the Pre-
mier should refuse to earry on at the Loan
Council without at least supporting the lead
given by the Premier of Tasmania, Mr.
Ogilvie, K.C., in a speech recently delivered
in London. I have not seen a report of that
speech in the local Press, but it was reported
in the “Age,” the “Argus” and the “Sydney
Morning Herald.” The effect was that Mr.
Ogilvie had given up any idea of nation-
alised banking as being hopeless, and that
there was no henefit to he obtained in future
from Arbitration Courts and sueh devices,
but that the onlv thing for the peopic of
Australia, of whom he could speak for one
half, was monetary reform, and that was
what he had to go for.

The Premier: Well now, what does mon-
etarvy reform mean? Tell us that.

Mr. NORTH: It means getfing away
from runping the currency on gold, and
running it on the productivity of the eoun-
iry.

The Premier: Be more specific!
in plain words!

Mr. NORTH: T have never desired to
adopt the role of leeturer in this House. T
have endeavoured to express the opinions
of those qualificd to speak on such subjects.
While I am prepared te offer a few rg
marks, I do not wish to hecome a sort of
second-rate schoolmaster.

The Premier: Tell us the meaning of
monetary teform.

Mr. XORTH: A lend has heen given by
one of the Premiers, Mr. Ogilvie, K.C., who
has definitely dropped the poliex of nation-
alisation of banking.

Tell us

Mr. Moloney: Why is he doing that?

Mr., NORTH: 1 urge members to read
the report of his speech. He pointed out
definitely that that was barking up the
wrong trec. What was required was not
the mere public ownership of financial in-
stitutions, but a complete reform in their
policy.

Miss Holman: XNationalization of credit?

Mr. NORTH: It would mean using pub-
lic eredit for public purposes, and would
prevent any manipulation of that credit
for private gain.  Bxactly the same
fight is  being waged in the TUnited
States of America. We have all read of
the famous radio priest wno 1s Preavning
the same doctrine. He is opposed to social-
ism: he says that credit must be centralised
and operated for the eemmanity, not for
private interests.

The Premier: But you are talking on
lroad general lines. Just tell us in a speci-
fie way what von would do. Tell us some-
thing aboul it. Do not keep on the broad
ceneral lines. _

Mr. NORTH: It would be a good plan
if the Premier brought this matter before
the Loan Couneil.

The Premier: What matter?

Mr. NORTH: The question of arrang-
ing Australia’s money supplies on a re-
formed system, not upon the old system
hased on gold or sterling.

The Premier: On what partieular line?

WMr, NORTH: Arrange loan estimates
and all matters affecting the Loan Council,
not on gold reserve or sterling reserve, but
lirstly on the productivity of Australia and
serondly on the demands on that produe-
tivity.  That would he a big start. The
Premier wonld bhave at his side a gentle-
man who eould speak more fully on the
subject than T would dare to do in this
House. Tf that were done, it might have
beneficial repereassions clsewhere,

The Premier: Surely vou know that
would set onr stocks further back than
they were when the Lang propositions were
put up.

Mr. NORTH: We have reached the staze
when the public have to face the truth.
I have heard it said on the other side of
the House that the stock ramp last time
was organised on the market in London.
Whether that was so or not, I have infor-
mation that things are happening in the
world that may or may not be known fo
individual members of this House. Alberta.
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a sister provinee of the British Empive, is
engaged on this subject. It hag emploved
to put the Province in order the very gen-
tleman the Premier invited to lunch in this
building ahont a year ago. JMajor Doug-
las has been engaged on a two-year con-
traet to put the affairs of the Province in
proper order. His first condition was that
a wireless station should be set up, and
the Press organised to prevent hostile at-
tacks upon him.

Mr. Lamberi: All showmen are like that.

Mr. NORTH: All the western provineces
of Canada are fighting for monetary re-
form. What they need is the use of the
national credit rather than the borrowing
of money with which to carry on.

Mr. Lambert: Tt is the cowardice of peo-
ple who will not state definitely that they
must have national banking if they wish
to get anywhere.

Mr, NORTH: I am sorry if the hon.
member likes to take what I may ecall a
fellow-Premier to task.

Mr. Lambert: I do not. subseribe to Mr.
Ogilvie’s ideas.

Mr. NORTH: The matter cannot rest
where it is. We have a definite warnmiug
from the chairman of the Wheat Board
that we are faced with both social and
finaneial collapse. Is any greater warning
than that required?

The Premier: Do you believe in the na-
tionalisation of banking?

Mr. NORTH: T do not think nafionalisa-
tion hag any bearing on the subjeet aifher
way. I have no more fear from national-
ised bhanking than from nationalised rail-
ways. Already we have our nationalized
railways. I see very little difference be-
tween nationalised railways and the Aid-
land railway. There may be certain indi-
vidual concessions which settlers eannot
get bunt which they would get from a na-
tionalised railway. The whole thing abhout
nationslised railways is that they are
merely seenrity for the first preference
bonds to outside capital. No matter how
hard the State may work, or how well it
may do, it is always paying 4 per cent.
overseas. If these railways had been pri-
vately owned but constructed and even
administered by national eredif, we
would have had the reverse of that posi-
tion. We would have had the efficiency of
private enferprise. A position somewhat
similar occurred in the ecase of the Com-

monwealth Great Western railway, which
was built out of between 80 and 90 per
cent. of national credit.

Mzx. Lambert: You had better not go tuo
deeply into that.

Mz. NORTH: The interjection does not
affeet the issue in the slightest. There is
a definite contrast between the railway that
was built in Australia out of money that
was not borrowed, and our State railways
on which we have borrowed £25,000,000 or
more.

Mr. Lambert: You know
built.

Mr. NORTH: I do not pretend to be a
wiseacre on these questions, but I have
sufficient knowledee to know that what I
say is correet, The railway was built out
of national eredit. Lord Forrest was, I
think, the last statesman in the Federal
sphere who had the awdacity to stand up

how it was

for national leredit in the finaneing
of * publie works. At home T hold
a documeni of his that is very valu-

able to me. If I can c¢arry on a few
of the ideas he had in mind before he
died, I shall be pleased to do so. As
soon as he left the Treasury bench of the
Federal Government, the whole question of
building public works on natienal ecredit
died out. Wae have been up to our 2ars in
debt ever since,

Mr. Lambert: The only loan he ever
floated was floated 40 years ago for the
building of the goldfields water supply.

Mr. NORTH: He was a younger man in
those davs. Towards the end he realised the
value of what was then ealled the note
issue as a means of financing Aus-
tralia’s public works. I hope that
time may come again. I am not attacking
any private banking institution, but I say
that the salvation of the hanks and those
that operate them depends upon the use of
national eredit for national purposes, leav-
ing private eredit to handle its own private
onerafions.

Mr. Lambert: It is only right to remind
vou that in Lord Forrest’s day the private
hanks had their own note issue.

AMr. NORTH: Preciselv. I wish to make
some important points which have already
heen dealt with in other parts of the world.
We have heen definitely warned that we are
facing social and financial chaos if we go
on as we arve doing. Our only chance is to
bring before the Loan Couneil, which is
ramuing the show as the onlv  finaneial
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operator in Australia, the fact tbat there
are new methods. If they say tbe ideas are
foolish and fallacious, let us have a Royal
Commission, such as has been promised, but
hag not vet Lieen appointed. The Premier
could help us there. Of course I know the
difference between being in office and being
in Opposition. Although I have never been
more than a whip for the Government in
office——

JMr, Lambert: A very efficient one.

Mr. NORTH: —I know that the point of
view is quite different. I can understand
the Federal Ministry to-day going very
quietly upon these subjecis whilst reviewing
large loans in London. Every conntry is
facing what we are facing. I have not
read out the resolutions of the London
Chamber of Commerce for nothing. It is
an important public body and is not com-
posed of Labourites. In their view the
people have either to take to eating rice
and to destroying more of the goods that are
produced, or the Government must in-
crease the purchasing power of the masses.
It is that if

said the banks are
nationalised, that may do the trick.
But that is not the issne. Are our

national institutions that are administered
nationally more effectively operated than if
they were privately operated? XNo one will
say that our State railways are hetter oper-
ated than are private railways. I do not
say lhey are worse operated, for that is
immaterial at the moment. Any one who
studies the repert in the British Encyelo-
paedia on the subject will see that the
opinien of railway experts is that they are
not interested in the question whether rail-
ways are nationally or privately owned.
British railway opinien is now coming to
the helief thal railways have been ham-
strung by their debts, and that they cannot
modernise their lines or their engines be-
canse of these dehts. That is the prohlem
before the world. T make no apolngy for
having moved for the appointment of a
Royal Commission. I trust it will yet he
appointed. As a means of hurryving up the
Prime Minister, Tasmania is now engaged
upon a very important monctary inquiry,
at which all kinds of bank managers and
others have been called to give evidence.
The report will he issued in September and
may prove uscful to us. It is idle for mem-
hers to fight about the guestion of country
versns town whilst this snbject remains un-
solved. Tf Siv Herbert Gepp, whe knows
the factory side as well as the farming side,

savs that both seetions of Australia are so
efficient that they can flood each other with
all they want, and that all that is lacking
15 purchasing power, what is the use of all
this talk to-night about searching for for-
eign markets !

Mr. Patrick: We eannot eat all our own
wheat.

Mr. NORTLE: T do not want o be thought
to he preaching if I touch upon that subject
too. 1 have studied the views ot those
who have given a great deal of time to if.
As a member of Parvliament 1 am only here
to represent views and ideas. The time is
coming when all this talk about searching tor
markets will he as dead as the Dodo. The talk
about living on the fariner is fast becoming
an anachronism. The only way to the truth
is to imagine this counivy alone 1n the world,
with every other country sunk bencath the
sea, We will then find ont what nonsense
it is to talk of living on the farmer, anv more
than the farmer lives on anvone else. We
only require about a thousand farmers to
feed the people of this State, und we have
something like 10,000 farmers. The other
9,000 are only here to produce goods that
are sent away to meet the interest abroad,
and imports.

Mr. Withers: And to have vepresenlution
in Parhliament.

My, NORTH: I am with the farmers.
Many of them know what is wanted in this
country. They have no thought of attack-
ing private banking institntions, but helieve
in reforming our poliey in such a way that
evervthing that is produced ¢an he sold, and
if it cannot be sold through heing not really
wanted it shonld not be produced.

My, Lambert: Unless vou buy, you can-
not sell.

Mr. XORTH: If the hon. member had
read all the books available on economics,
he would find them all contradicting each
other. The old slogans certainly lasted for
some time, but the longer we stick to them,
the deeper we get into the mire. 1 protest
against the passing of pious resolutions
that we should start work here and there
without having any end in view. That is
a point which my leader has made many
times. He does not object to sewerage as
sewerage. It bappens in this State that for
many vears we could, as Sir James Mitchell
would like to have done, ahzorh everyone
in indwstry, working six dayvs a week,
and having at least ten vears work
ahead of him, There is so much in this
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State fo do. Professor Hitton, who has
lleen travelling throughout Europe for the
Bank of New South Wales, has advised
Aunstralia that the only way to circulate
goods is by conseription. This shows the

mental collapse we are coming to by
attempting to stand by the old system.
Surely we can move with the times.

I have never made any pounds-shillings-
and pence suggestions. With many others
I think that members of Parliament have
only the right to make policy suggestions,
and not the right to put forward expert
suggestions, They may have ideas of their
own. During the many years I have been
in this House, I bave learnt from members
s tremendous lot coneerning many subjects
when members spoke on what they knew
all about. Nevertheless it seems to me that
“e best work of members as a Parliament
is\-in initiating poliey, leaving the policy
to\he earried out by those qualified. As
Mr.\“urtin once said, in another sphere, it
is fou politicians to say where a bridge
shou]d\-e built, bul net to fix the number
of rivets\ wnd girders and the number of tons
of steel iceded to complete the siructure.
The obviou1 fact to-day is that the 10,000
or 14,000 . m who are the subject of con-
troversy, pat teularly towards election time,
although thes can hardly win an election
in themselves, . ve after all not to be shuttle-
cocks for ms t . play with. They are not
vietims of any 3 umine. As I have said on
many oceasions ud on many platforms,
those 14,000 men ,epresent the triumphs of
the engineer and we make them victims of
an obsolete economic system. Poor fools
who are willing to be the goats and talk on
these new subjects, thus risking political
suicide, do not receive much encouragement;
but they do perhaps receive more than mem-
bers of this Chamber may think. In my
distriet there is now a band of insurance
managers and other businessmen of much
capacity who have gof right down to this
subject. There are, all over this State,
farmers who are right down on this sub-
jeet. Therefore I would warn my friends
of the Country Party, while I sympathise
with all their talk about waste of money
on the Stirling Highway, waste of money
on sewernge——

Mr, Moloney: I hope
memhers are listening.

Mr. NORTH: I know exactly their view-
point. They think of the struggling cocky
living on hoiled wheat, and so on. I know

Countrvy  Pacty

their point of view, and I know the city
point of view as well It may interest
some farming representatives lv know that
there are many farmers emploved on sew-
erage work at Claremont and Cottesloe to-
day. Those farmers are bitler men. They
are bitter at heart. They are sick of thig
civilisation. They have put in 10 or 15 years
of work on their blocks and have been
hounded off them: and so they have come to
Claremont and Cottesloe, having lost all they
possessed.  They are taking sewerage work
now, and are having the lauglh, saying “The
other fellow is produeing the hread now.”
Tt is net the people who made the Stirling
Highway who are the cnemies of those men,
nor is it those persons in Europe who will
not or cannot pay the prices for the products
of those men. Nor is it the French farmers,
who are charging 7s. 6d. for their produet.
Those men know that their enemy is an
economic system which has failed in a
machine age. They do net stand just wait-
ing on what will happen. They demand that
a change shall be made by investigation; and
if no report as the result of investigation
should prove of use, they say “Go on with
public works as hard as you ecan, full time,
nntil the solution is come by. I[f there is no
solution, let us go to Russia for an example
and come right out with State socialism.”
That is my stand personally.  And many
people in my distriet ave with me. My
leader has said something of the same kind
in my distriet.

The Fremier: 1 do wot think he has said
that.

Mr. NORTH : He has said that the present
svstem has failed, and that even if we have
to o to Russia for a policy we are not going
to stand this drift to bankruptey. If there
is anything in what T have said, should not
this Chamber give a backing to the Premier
and the Cahinet? I know ahout ecapital
being shy, but capital is heing hunted
in every country. This evening's paper tells
of TFrench riots. There is peace in the
United States of Ameriea, is there not? To-
night we read that Mr. Roosevelt, who is the
good mild man, much milder than Huey
Long, far milder than Father Coughlin,
“the Radio Priest,’ now talks of “sharing
the wealth.” The moderate AMr. Roosevelt
propoges to tax wealth 75 per eent. in some
instances,
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The Minister for Lands: But he i raising
tremendous loans, on which lie proposes to
pay interest; and that means taxation.

Mr. NORTH: The Minister knows very
well, from his long political experience, that
Uresident Roosevelt is a supreme politician,
I will tell the Minister that President Roese-
velt has been approached with the sugges-
tions 1 am making to-night, which have been
made in Canada, and which are being made
in Greay Britain and all over the world, and
has said “I know that what we want is reform
ot the monetary systemn and social credit. 1
know that, but I go whither 1 am pushed.”
As long as President Roosevelt is asked 10
provide loans, he will provide them; but of
course they will never be paid back. 1 made
that statement here two years ugo. There is
the choice. I repeat again that i it s m-
possible for the present Government or any
other State Government to influence ihe
Federal Government, by means of a suitable
Roval Commission, to make these changes,
1 for one, and many others, will be content
to stand for full State socialism. Unless
we ean reform onr present system so s
to enahle private enterprise to operate
efficiently, as it did in earlier days but
cannot do in this age of power machinery,
I and many others will be content to
zo the whole hog for Siate socialism,
hecause that would be far better than the
present chaos and bankruptey.  State social-
ism would mean purely an extension of the
various institutions we have now. It would
mean more regulation. 1t would be highly
irksome, I admit; and my side of this Cham-
ber has always opposed it. But we do

not have to ftake that hurdle to get
over. 1 and many others are convinced
that there iz a perfectly praectical re-

form of the money system available; but
we do not pose as experts and say what that
reform should be in pounds, shiilings, and
pence. We simply urge that the Common-
weallh Bank should be invited, by the
Premiers assembled and the Loan Conneil,
to initiate for this country a poliey which
would abolish poverty. That is all.

The Premier: Who is the “we” urging
that? Do vou mean the Nationalist Party?

Mr. NORTH: When I was speaking a
moment ago, I was referring to those per-
gons who in my district and other dis-
tricts—many of the persons, of course,
being Nationalists as well,—are urging this

credit reform and the maintenance of the
private banking system.

The Premier: But you are not speaking
for the XNationalist Party?

Mr. NORTH: Of course I speak here as
a private member. I rejoice in that faet.
My opinion is that were it not for private
members in these times of depression, we
would be under some Herr Hitler; because
the private member is the only anchor Jelt
between dictatorship and some form of
chuos. At the present time Ministers are
all heing driven against their wills, I
know how the previous Government were
compelled to do things against their will.
The only safety we have in our Parlia-
mentary institntions lies in the faet that
we have private members who can voice
views, and say things, that are unpalatable
to Governments. Ofherwise Governments
themselves would become vietims of the
world ehaos. There is a Freneh revolution
reported to-night. There is a war scare
ahead of us. Every economist has put his
finger on the failure to inerease purchas-
ing power. DBut the failure is not reme-

died. Labour Governments get in here and
Country  Party Governments somewhere
else. Bo one gets the pull-devil, pull-

baker system, and no benefit resnlis. As
I have said, if our debts keep rising as
they are deing, no matter how many pub-
lic works we undertake we shall reach the
position of complete stagnation. There-
fore I feel that the place to which ihe
emphasis must now he pointed is the Loan
Council, and nowhere else. I feel it is
ineumbent upon not only our Premier but
all the other Premiers as well .0 realise
that. It is no use now to depend on pious
resolutions.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: It is purely for the
Federal Government to deal with that.

AMr. NORTH: I do not think so, hecause
the Federal Government themselves are
amenable to pressure at the Loan Council.
In a erisis like this, we cannot depend
upon teehnicalities. Every member has
the right to urge in the direction I have
urged. It is not for us to say how the
thing shall be done; but it is for us to
bring before our respective Governcients
what these men who have the eontrol of
the position are saying, that it iz the
purchasing power of the mass that is fail-
ing. We all know that it is true; auad
when it is realised, there will he no less
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eriticism of new sewerage works or even
of beantification work. For it must be re-
membered by all the honourable farmers
in this Chamber that their export produce
is going into a world where it is anwel-
come. Mr. Eliot himself, in Great Bri-
tain, has said so. He wants ns to consume
more of our own farm produce, and wants
England to grow more herself. And every
other coontry is in a similar position. Ik
is the inevitable trend of cconomic forces
which we cannot control. We can, how-
ever, control our own monetary systom;
and the words I have unttered to-night,
and the speeches I have made during the
last four years on this side of the Chaw-
ber, represent steps taken to proteet the
very gentlemen who probably think I am
their enemy; and that is the private bank-
ers. In view of the destruetion and dis-
satisfaction and losses everywhere, ord
the fear of war in every counfry, due io
the failure of markets—I realise that the
day is coming shortly when, if it cannot
be shown that the monetary system is
wrong, those who now operate that system
will be classifid as inhuman flends, T do
not stand for this. I think these men are
good men, and efficient men; but no man
in the world ean operate a system which
is mathematically nnsound. I have urgad
over and over again the appointment of u
Royal Commission to thrash out the sub-
Jject. Tn ofther places there have been Roval
Comunissions alrendy on the subject, but
they have been devoted to side issmes: main
issues have vecn side tracked; been stalled.
The real issue has never heen decded. That
is the whole difficulty to-day. The masses
are suffering. @Governments are suffering.
Every Administration to-day is being put
on a cross, as it were. If I did not hap-
pen to have the information which
I have given to-night, and much
more information, I, too, would get
up and raise a lot of points in
regard to sewerage problems and other
matters which have heen mentioned. For
instance. as regards sewerage I can say I
know well that sewerage work is not an
economic proposition in the sense of Gnding
the money, but that it is a very good pro-
position from the point of view of the Gov-
ernment in Lhe sense of providing purchas-
ing power. However, the fact that the Gov-
ernment are ahle to send the hill in to the
ratepavers does not really pay for the thing,
but is going to make it extremely diffieunlt

for money to be found during the next few
months all over the metropolitan area. A
million or mere will have to be found out
of the pockets of the local ratepayers and
citizens of the metropolitan area, and I think
that for every one vote members may get
because of the secwerage works, they will
lose another vote beeause of the hig bills
that will have to be met by the people. On
the other hand, the big country works that
the farmers wish to have continued—I can
understand their point of view; they want
to continne producing at the best prices
they ean obtain, but [ cannot sec how that
can be achieved unless there be a modifica-

tion of the financial system—would mean
ohbtained

that the money would be
under circumnstances that would post-
pone the evit day. In the latter

instance, it would be a maiter of eredits,
whereas sewerage and water sapply works
mean that the money must come out of the
pockets of the people almost immediately.
From the Government standpoint, it may
he quite all right, and those who desire to
be eritical may suggest that it is merely a
means of “finding the cash on the nod,”
bub it is certainly not a good proposition
from the individual’s point of view. I do
not shelter myself behind the view that I
do not approve of the sewerage work. I
am glad that the work is to be undertaken,
but I would like some modification of the
system so that the money may be found
more easily than is possible under existing
cireumstances. 1 have said enough to show,
from the point of view of those who advo-
cate reform, that it is time attention was
given to this subjeet in all seriousness, I
have a letter from one of the primary
producers in  my clectorate, and it
refers to milk. The letter is of interest to
members because we shall probably be con-
sidering & Bill to provide for the continu-
ance of the Jetropolitan Whole Milk Act.
Mr. W. XNeil, writing to me under date the
6th August, gives facts in connection with
his endeavours over the past five vears to
estahlish a dairy on his property in Clare-
mont. From 1930 up to the time the Metro-
politan Whole Milk Act was passed and the
Whole Milk Board was established, this
gentieman made continned applieations to
the XNedlands Road Board, formerly the
Claremont Road Board, for a license to en-
able him to earry on a dairy on his pro-
perty. Since the formation of the ¥Whole
Milk Board he has had interviews with the
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chairman, Mr. Wilson. When he inter-
viewed that gentleman twoe years ago, Mr,
Wilson advised him to see him later as he
could not do anything then, and 12 months
ago Mr. Wilson again advised him that he
could not grant Mr. Neil a license and sug-
gested he should see him in  another 12
months’ time. The Nedlands Board refused
to give him a license unless he got the sanc-
tion of the Whole Milk Board. The matter
went hackwards and forwards hetween the
road hoard and the milk hoard with a refer-
ence occasionally to the Town Planning
Commis<ioner to say whether the area econ-
cerned s<hould be marked as “industrial”
And so Mr. Neil has not been able to reach
any finality. Mr. Neil has been a resident
of the State for over 41 vears and has been
a ratepayer and taxpayer during the whole
of that period. He desires to earn his live-
lihood and he has placed the faets before
me. 1lis contention and mine is that there
are many families in the metropolitan area
that canmot get any milk. " There are many
people who do not take half a pint amongst
seven and eight in the family. I know that,
as a result of my inquiries among the dairy-

men themselves. T know that in many
instances  families  have to  procure
other requirements, and therefore their
milk suppliecs have to pgo short. Mr.
Neil wishes to supply milk, but it

may be that, from the point of view of
the milk hoard, they consider themselves
justified in refusing the license on the
ground that there is no demand for the ad-
ditional supply of milk. I presume they
would say that there is difficulty in selling
the milk that is available now so that, in
effect, there is no effective demand for any
additional milk supplies. On the other hand,
there is a tremendous demand for a large
quantity of additional milk in the suburban
areas. In bringing this matter before the
House, T emphasise that it is merely one ad-
ditional illustration of the point T am mak-
ing, that there requires to he a drastic altera-
tion in the system under which we are
operating. I think the time is coming when
we may expect the Government to take a de-
finite step forward in thak direction in their
supreme counsels. It may be unpalatable.
Mr., Hegney: If the man whose letter vou
have dealt with, were to secure his license,
would the people have a hetter opportunity
to secure milk supplies?
Mr. NXORTH: My
achieved in bringing the

object has been
matter bhefore

Parliament. If it is sumrested that people
of the metropolitan area cannoet consuwme
mare milk because it eannot be produced,
that is “all my eve and Betty Martin.”
There are dozens of producers in the city
area who may have difficuity in getting rid
of their milk supplies, hut that is because of
the destitntion of the masses. When the
Premier goes across to the meeting of the
Loan Council, he secures reports from his
officers. He has reports from the Child Wel-
fare Department and also the Unemployment
Relief Depot at Marquis Street. I happen to
know that reports from those two quarters
are not much chopped about. Presumably,
estimates submitted to the Treasurer may he
cot down from time to time, but I do not
think the Premier, gr any other Premier,
would eut down the estimates submitted
by the Child Welfure Depot and the
Unemplovineni Relief Depot. However, we
scem to have reached a stalemate. T
know from my investigations among
the dairymen that the reguirements of
the people are not being met under
existing conditions. If estimates were sub-
mitted by the Premier in order to enable
him to cope with the real demand of the
people, in consequence of the shertage that
we know many have to experience, then a
much larger demand would be made upon
the Loan Couneil and we know that at least
one Premier intends to ask for more than he
has had in the past. If every other Premier
adopted the same course, substantial esti-
mates would he placed hefore the Loan
Council and the people of Australia would
then have an appreciation of the diifer-
ence between the real demand of Aus-
tralin and the effective, or money, demand
of the people. We should do what Sir
Herbert Gepp and others are saying,
namely, to recognise that the diffieulty arises
from the failure of the masses to consume,
and in a consideration of the problem from
that standpoint, we must start from the low-
est rung. What does it matter to me if I
am told that there are motor cars running
about St. Ceorge’s-terrace? What I look
at are the hospital rate and the reports re-
garding malnutrition, which are not denied.
We have had a Labour Government in office
for years. We know where their hearts are,
and we know where are the heavts of other
political parties. Despite that, we are forced
to realise that there is malnutrition evident
in our midst. Departmentat officials will
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admit it, although they are guarded beenuse
they do not desire to offend. The fact re-
mains that there must be a failure of the
system somewheve. I suggest that the real
failure at the moment is that the Premier
does not distinguish between what conld
be demanded by the Child Welfare Depart-
ment and the Unemployment Relief Depot,
and what is actually demanded. The ihing
is not what the worker gets, bur what
the surplus non-worker or relief wovker
does not get. If 1 thought this was a ques-
tion involving the shattering of our finances,
or shaking our stability, I would plump for
State socinlism. If I thought for a moment
that Australia could not make everyone as
comfortable to-day as he or she was hefore
the slump, and do so through the activities
of private enterprise, I would not hesitate
to favour some system under which the
neeessities of life would be operated through
the State. Of course, I would not include
in that category luxuries of any deserip-
tion. I feel that is utterly unnecessary at
the present juncture. Private enterprise has
sneceeded very helpfully in promohing pre-
duction. 1f we have failed in secuving the
solution of the problem, we will not get any
further by merely stating that fact. It
might he of some intevest if members, when
the Budget is placed before them, weve to
closely scrutinise the Estimates tor the Child
Welfare Department and the Unemployment
Relief Depot. I believe the situation to-day,
in a nutshell, is that the market we ave look-
ing for lies in the midst of our own needy
citizens.

On moiion by
journed.

My, TWithers, debate ad-

House adjourned at 9.43 p.m,

Legislative Council,
Thursday, Sth August, 1935.

Pace

Questions : Taxatlon collectlons - AOS
Latteries commisslon dlsbmscment.a 08
Mige Workers® Jnsurance . 99
Rill: Supply (No. 1) £2 200,000 2R “ote. ... 99
The PRESIDEN'T took the Chair at 4.30

P.an, and read prayers.

QUESTION—TAXATION COLLECTIONS.

Hon. R. G. MOORE (for Hon. H. Sed-
don) asked the Chief Secretary: What
amount has heen collected each financial
vear under—(a) the Entertainments Tax;
{b) the Hospital Tax; (e¢) the Finaneial
Emergency Tax?

The CHIIEF BSECRETARY replied:
EXTERTAINMENT TAX— £
(a) 1930-31 ... . 6 months 34,300
103182 ... . year . 03,169
1932-33 ... . year 42,486
1983-34 ... . Year 75,262
1934-35 ... . Yenr 83,951
HOSPITAL TAX— £
(h) 1930-31 ... . G months 04,534
1931-32 ,,. venr 133,885
1932-33 ... year 146,042
1033-34 ... year 154,228
1934=35 ... yenr 183,398
FINANCIATL EMERGENCY TAX— £
(¢) 1032.33 ... 7 months 202,336
1933-33 ... year 411,710
1934-35 ... year 484,080

QUESTION—LOTTERIES COMMISSION
DISBURSEMENTS,

Hon. R. G. MOORE (for Hon. H. Sed-
don) azked the Chief Secretary: What
amount has been disbursed by the Lotteries
Commission each year to—(a) Government
hospitals; (b) public hospitals; (e) private
hospitals; {d) other charifable institutions?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
1

(a) | {b} (c) * {d)

Gavernment « Public Private Other
Hospitals. Haspltals. Hos- Charitable
pitals, | Institutions.
£ s.d £ 8. d. £ £ g d.
1033 § 2,770 O 0| 1,662 10 O 200 |206,870 18 10
1934 122775 2 0| 5111 o 1 200 (42,157 14 ©
1035 | 16,541 10 2 |10,661 6 3 83 199,330 10 4

XNote—The above are the whole of the alloeations made
since the inception of the Lotteries Commlssion, and inciuded
in these are nmounts not yet paid out one belng £20,000 for
the King Edward Memorial Hosplta



